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Editorial

RON SPEAR-EDITOR

ize the world. Tragically, we failed to
study God's plans for His beloved rem-
nant people, and now we have become
part of the world instead of separating
from the world. Our divorce rate in the
North American Division has nearly
reached the divorce rate of the world,
and most of Our converts are leaving US
in the first year.
Yes, in 1990 the church is at the

crossroads. Which way will we go, our
way or God's way? God has a plan to cut
His work short in righteousness, but, like
the ancient church, we failed to follow.
Now, one hundred years too late, we
find ourselves with nearly six million
members in the midst of an apostasy that
could not be equaled by any past genera-
tion. Every time we baptize people into
this reronant church who do not under-
stand the three angels' messages and the
cleansing of the sanctuary, or recognize
that God has all the requisite power to
keep men from sinning, we have just
increased the apostasy.
Will we accept that we are re-

sponsible for the long delay (see Tes-
timonies, vol. 2, 194) and that our un-
willingness to follow God's plan is apos-
tasy? This special issue of Our Firm
Foundation is designed to show us
God's plan for the finishing ofHiswork.
These are the issues which call out

for attention. These great areas of God's
plan for His people, which we have too
long neglected, deserve our closest at-
tention. As our beloved Seventh-day
Adventist Church is soon to meet in the
1990 General Conference, what would
be more fitting than to place these mat-
ters of neglected duty at the head of the
agenda? What could be more important?
But you, dear reader, need not wait

for a denominationally sponsored pro-
gram before you can address these issues
in your own life and in your local
church. Now is the time to address the
long-neglected items on God's agenda
for His church. May you be blessed as
you read and study to bring your life in
harmony with the divine plan for you is
my prayer.

Above all else, God's plan for the
finishing ofHis work on earth should be
the focus of our deliberation and earnest
study. When His church on earth meets
in formal session for the conducting of
business, what could be more fitting
than to give the highest place on the
agenda to perfecting our implementation
of God's plans?

We see the result of neglecting His
plans all too clearly around us. The
Lord's intention for Christian education
was to have short courses to prepare
young people for service in all countries
of the world. But today we are educating
our young for worldly positions, and
very few have entered into God1s vine-
yard to serve. Now we are told that 71
percent of our youth are leaving the
church each year. How sad that we did
not follow God's direction in the Spirit
of Prophecy!

God gave the church a plan for medi-
cal missionary work. We were to teach
the world how to live and how to get
well and stay well through the practice
of the eight natural remedies.
"Pure air, sunlight1 abstemiousness1

rest, exercise1 proper diet1 the use of
water1 trust in divine power-these are
the true remedies." The Ministry of
Healing, 127

But again, we adopted the plan ofthe
world, and now many of our worldly
medical institutions are ready to collapse
financially because they followed the
plans of men and not God. What a
disheartening prospect!
Our publishing' houses around the

world were ordained by God to pUblish
inspired books and literature and scatter
them to the world like the leaves of
autumn. But today, we find the colpor-
teur ministry is failing to bring the mes-
sage of salvation to the doors of those
who are doomed to destruction if they
do not hear or read the good news of
salvation.
Through Inspiration, God also gave a

plan of how the young people were to
make their marriages, how to conduct
their Christian homes, how to train their
children, how. to prepare the whole
family for etemity, and how to evangel-

I N this year, 1990, the General Confer-ence session \Viil meet in Indianapolis,
possibly for the last time. The climactic
conditions developing daily in our world
support this possibility. Then in the few
short months that remain of our proba-
tion, how will we plan? What will we
preach? How will we live? These are the
questions that leaders, pastors, and laity
will have to answer in 1990.

In the light of many statements from
God's last-day messenger, we should
have been in the kingdombefore the tum
of the century. God reminds us of our
neglect to carry out Hismaster plan:
"Ifall who had labored unitedly in the

work in 1844, had received the third
angel l s message and proclaimed it in the
power of the Holy Spirit, the Lordwould
have wrought mightily with their efforts.
A flood of light would have been shed
upon the world. Years ago the inhabitants
of the earthwould have beenwarned, the
closing work completed, and Christ
would have come for the redemption of
His people." The Great Controversy, 458

More than one hundred years have
come and gone, two great wars have
raged, tens of millions have suffered and
died, tens of thousands of Seventh-day
Adventists have gone to the grave, and
millioIlS1 yes billions, have been born into
this sin-cursed world, struggled for exist-
ence, and died without an understanding
ofsalvation. What have we done with the
truths which have been so clearly given
to us in the three angels' messages and
the news of Christ's work in cleansing
the sanctuary in heaven? God's master
plan given through the gift of prophecy
was to provide for this last generation a
divine blueprint that could bring the great
controversy to a quick end, but it has not
been followed; it has been almost
completely disregarded. What tragedy!
See Testimonies, vol. 5, 671-680
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God's Plan for the Health Work
A. S SDDn as there was sin, there was a
J-\...saviour.... As soon as Adam
sinned, the SDn Df God presented Him-
self as Surety fDr the human race, with
just as much pDwer tD avert the dDDm
pronDunced upDn the guilty as when He
died upon the cross Df Calvary." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vDI. 1, 1084

The mDment Adam and Eve partDDk
Df the forbidden fruit, universal law re-
quired the eternal cessatiDn Df their lives.
As SDDn as there was sin, Christ stepped
between the sinner and sin's conse-
quences. As SDDn as there was a threattD
the physical and spiritual well-being Df
mankind, God cDuntered with a prDgram
tD blunt and delay the full results Df
disDbedience.

The cross of Calvary purchased for
fallen man this present temporal life just
as surely as it provides the opportunity
to be restored to a sinless eternity. As
soon as there was a deserved eternal
death decree, there was a divinely or-
dained health program to minister to the
physical, as well as to the spiritual, needa
of the fallen race. Sin and Satan are the
destroyer. Christ's ministry is to sustain
and restore. "Satan is the .destroyer;
Christ is the Restorer." Counsels on
Health, 588
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Christ the Creator is also the mD-
ment-by-moment Sustainer. "The Crea-
tor watches over the human machinery,
keeping it in mDtion. Were it not for His
constant care, the pulse would not beat,
the action of the heart wDuld cease, the
brain would no longer act its part."
Ibid., 586

"They [our physicians] shDuld be
determined to co-operate with the great
Master Builder. God works, and man
must come into line and work with Him;
for He is the Saviour of the body....
They are tD say, I will do all inmy pDwer
tD save the souls and bodies of thDse for
whDm I work. They have been bDught
with a price, even Ihe blood of Christ,
and I must do all I can to help them."
Ibid., 588--589

These few Spirit of Prophecy quota-
tions make it clear that the plan of salva-
tion involves our physical, as well as our
spiritual, lives. Christ is the CreatDr, Sus-
tainer, and Redeemer of our bodies and
souls. His present, as well as eternal,
desire of health for man involves every
facet of our lives. God's messengers tD
fallen man will have a message and a
ministry that reflect and communicate
Christ's .plan for the Whole being.
"To transgress His law, physical, men-

tal, or moral, is 10 place one's self Dut of
Vernon Sparks, M.D.

harmony with the universe, tD introduce
discord, anarchy, ruin." Education, 100

Disobedience has quarantined this
world from the rest of the universe. Only
obedience to all God's laws will restore
us to fellowship with our Creator and
Dur fellow created beings.

"GDd works through the calm, regu-
lar operatiDn of His appDinted laws."
Evangelism, 139-140. His ministry to
fallen man is thrDugh His natural laws.
His message to fallen man is a call to
obey His natural and spiritual laws. Only
those who are willing tD work and tD live
by His grace in hannDny with His physi-
cal and spiritual laws will be safe to save.
Only those Willing to live withDut dis-
obedience would be happy in a sinless
environment. "Sickness is caused by vi-
olating the laws of health." The Health
Reformer, 90

"God has pennitted a flood Df light
to be poured upon the world in both
science and art." Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, 113. We are living in a time of
unprecedented knDwledge regarding
God's laws in the physical, as well as the
spiritual, world. In this time of the end,

IkrnOll Sparks serves as the medical director
ojLijeAbundQl1tMissionary Institute, Eaton- \,-- .
ville, Washington.



The union of Christlike work for the body and
Christlike work for the soul is the true
interpretation of the gospel

God has raised up inventive men to help
lighten man's load from the curse of sin.
Today, man has the technical knowledge
and skills to perform seeming miracles
in the field of health. By obeying God's
laws in nature l modern science has
developed powerful rational remedies
that are able to snatch wayward man
from the brink of death.

"The great Physician co-operates
with every effort made in the behalf of
suffering humanity.... His heart of
sympathy goes out to all earth's suf-
ferers, and with everyone who works
for their relief He co-operates." Spaid-
ing-Magan's UnpublishedManuscript
Testimonies ofEllen G. White, 127

Yes, the Creator co-operates with
those involved inministering to suffering
mankind through the means of modem
technology. God works with those who
use His natural laws to bless humanity.
Too often, however, complex remedies
are resorted to when simpler methods
would have sufficed. 100 often, techno-
logical miracles are used to the neglect of
obedience to the laws of healthful liVing.
Too often, science is used to glorify man
rather than God. Too often, the near
miraculous benefits of modern medicine
are utilized as part of a man-made system
. of self-redemption-a modern tower of
Babel. Too Often, God's blessings are
diverted to produce hardened, healthy
sinners rather than submissive saints.
uThe medical missionary work

should be a part of the work of every
church in our land. Disconnected from
the church, it would soon become a
strange medley of disorganized atoms. It
would consume, but not produce. In-
stead of acting as God's helping hand to
forward His truth, it would sap the life
and force from the church and weaken
the message. Conducted independently,
it would not only consume talent and
means needed in other lines, but in the
very work of helping the helpless apart
from the minlstry of the Word, it would
place men where they would scoff at
Bible truth." Counsels on Health, 514

God's medical work is an integral
part of His spiritual· ministry to fallen
man. It is to be representative of and a
continuation of Christ's work while on
this earth, "The Lotd's wOrk is one, and
His people are to be ol1e. He has 1lot
directed that any one feattire of the mes-
sage should be.carried on independently

.. orbecome all"absorbing: fit all His labors
He united the medical missionary WOrk
with the ministryof the Word." Ibid.; 517

"The union of Christlike work for
the body and Christlike work for the
soul is the true interpretation of the
gospel." My Life Today, 224

"The Holy Spirit never has, and
never will in the future, divorce the
medical missionary work from the
gospel ministry. They cannot be
divorced. Bound up with Jesus Christ,
the ministry of the Word and the healing
of the sick are one." Special Testimonies,
Series B, No.7, 64

The Lord's health work will be char-
acterized by the health professional relat-
ing in the sarneway to the Holy Spirit-led
organization as does the minister. "Iwish
to say that there is danger of our physi-
cians' taldng themselves into their own
hands, thinking that they understand best
what they should do. They think that
those who offer them counsel do not
understand their capabilities or appre-
ciate their value. This is the stumbling
stone over which some at least have
fallen. You are not beyond the temptation
of thinking that you can do bener work
alone than when linked up with your
brethren." Medica/Ministry, 47
"You are not your own. You have

been beught with a price. Your time,
your talents, every jot of your influence,
is the Lord's. You are His servant. Your

part is to do His bidding, and learn daily
ofHim. You are not to set up in business
for yourself. This is not the Lord's plan.
You are not to unite with unbelievers in
medical work. Neither is this the Lord's
plan." Ibid., 44-45

The Lord's health ministry will be a
self-sacrificial work, as was that of
Christ while on earth. "Why should the
Christian physician, who is believing,
expecting, looking, waiting, and longing
for the coming and kingdom of Christ,
When sickness aM death will no longer
have power ,over the saintS, ,expect more
pay for his services than the Christian
editor or the Christian minister? He may
say that his work is more wearing. That

is yet to be proved. Let him work as he
can endure it, and not violate the laws of
life which he teaches to his patients.
There are no good reasons why he
should overwork and receive large pay
for it, more than the minister or the
editor. Let all who act a part in the
Institute and receive pay for their serv-
ices, act on the same liberal principle. No
one should be suffered to remain as
helper in the Institute who does it simply
for pay. There are those of ability who,
for the love of Christ, His cause, and the
suffering followers of their Master, will
fill stations in tliat Institute faithfully and
cheerfully, and with a spirit of sacrifice.
Those who have not this spirit should
remove and give place to those who
have it." Testimonies, vol. 1, 640-641

Wrongly gathered fees are not ac-
ceptable to the Lord, even if used to
fruther God's service. "Honesty, integ-
rity, justice, mercy, love, compassion,
and sympathy are embraced in medical
missionary work. In all this work the
religion of the Bible is to be practiced.
The Lord does not want anyone to laber
as His representative who follows the
wrong customs and practice of worldly
physicians in treating suffering human-
ity. Our physicians need to reform in the
matter of making high charges for crlti-

cal operatiOns. And the reform should
extend farther than this. Often an exorbi-
tant fee is Charged for even smallserv-
ices, because physicians are supposed to
be governed in their charges by the
practices of worldly physicians. There
are those who follow worldly policy in
order to accmnulate means, as they say,
for God's service. But God does not
accept such offerings. He says, 'I hate
robbery for burnt offering.' Isaiah 61:8.
Those who deal unjustly with their fel-
low men while professing to believe My
Word, I will judge for thus misrepre"
senting Me.': The Kress Collection, 59

"Some would follow a worldly fash"
ion in thefuawing of their salaries; but

May 1990 Our Pint, Foundation 5



Those who have no burning desire to save
souls are not the ones who should connect with
our sanitariums

the Lord does not view matters as these
men view them. He views our duties and
responsibilities in the light of Christ's
self-denying exampie." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 198

Those who have bound themseives
in medicai missionary work to the or-
ganization and its sacrificial pay scale
are to receive their salary from the tithe
just as the ministers. "Some, who do not
see the advantage of educating the youth
to be physicians both of the mind and of
the body, say that the tithe should not be
used to support medical missionaries,
who devote their time to treating the
sick. In response to such statements as
these, I am instructed to say that the
mind must not become so narrowed
down that it cannot take in the truth of
the situation. A minister of the gospel
who is also a medical missionary, who
can cure physical ailments, is a much
more efficient worker than one who
cannot do this. His work as a minister of
the gospel is rhuch more complete."
MedicalMinistry,245

God's health institutions will be de-
cidedly different from those of the
world. "We never proposed to establish
sanitariums to have them run in nearly
the same grooves as other institutions. If
we do not have a sanitariumwhich is, in
many things, decidedly contrary to other
institutions, we can see nothing gained."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 1,66

"The purpose of our health institu-
tions is not first and foremost to be that
of hospitals."MedicalMinistry, 27
The greatest objective of Heaven's

health institutions is to bring their
patients into harmony with the Creator.
"This institution is designed of God to
be one of the greatest aids in preparing a
people to be perfect before God." Tes-
timonies, vol. 3, 166
"God would have a health institution

established which will in its influence be
closely connected with the closing work
for mortals fitting for immortality....
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The great object of this institution should
be to improve the health of the body, that
the afflicted may more highly appreciate
eternal things." Ibid., vol. 1,564

To accomplish their goals, God's
health institutions will be staffed with
workers who share those same goals. 'Y\
special effort should be made to secure
the services of conscientious, Christian
workers. It is the purpose of God that a
health institution should be organized
and controlled exclusively by Seventh-
day Adventists; and when unbelievers
are brought in to occupy responsible
positions, an influence is presiding there
that will tell with great weight against
the s.anitarium." Ibid., vol. 4, 556
Every worker in our health institu-

tions has either a positive or a negative
influence upon the patients.
"The influence of every man's

thoughts and actions surrounds him like
an invisible atmosphere, which is uncon-
sciously breathed in by all who come in
COntact with him." Ibid., vol. 5, 111
"Our influence gathers with Christ or

scatters abroad. We are either helping
souls in the narrow path of holiness or
we are a hindrance, a stumbling block to
them turning them, out of the way."
Ibid., vol. 2, 47--48
Many non-Adventist health workers

are Christians and are compassionate and
do excellent technical work. However,
the more technically qualified and the

more compassionate and charming they
are while yet unsurrendered to truth, the
greater is their witness against truth.
"Those who have no burning desire

to save SQuls are not the ones who
should COlmect with our sanitariums."
MedicalMinistry,191

"Every physician in our ranks should
be a Christian. Only those physicians
who are genuine Bible Christians can
discharge aright the high duties of their
profession." Testimonies, vol. 6, 229
"Better for the work to go crippled

than for workers who are not fully

devoted to be employed."MedicalMin-
istry, 207
Heaven's health institutions will be

located where their patients are as close (-
as possible to the agents conducive to '.
health. "Let us learn from Him not to
choose for our sanitariums the places
most agreeable to our taste, but those
places best suited to our work. Light has
been given me that in medical mission-
ary work we have lost great advantages
by failing to realize the need of a change
in our plans in regard to the location of
sanitariums. It is the Lord's will that
these institutions shall be established
outside the city. They should be situated
in the country, in the midst of surround-
ings as attractive as possible. In nature--
the Lord's garden-the sick will always
find something to divert their attention
from themselves and lift their thoughts
to God." Testimonies, vol. 7, 80

though we are removed from
the cities twenty or thirty miles, we shall
be able to reach the people, and those
who desire health will have opportunity
to regain it under conditions most
favorable." Counsels on Health, 172

We are to locate small sanitariums
with our schools to the benefit ofboth. "I
am thankful when I think of the advan-
tages enjoyed by the schools that are
established near our sanitariums, so that
the work of the two educational institu-
tions can blend. The students in these
schools, while gaining an education in
the knowledge of present truth, can also
learn how to be ministers of healing to
those whom they go forth to serve."
Ibid., 542
Schools and sanitariums located in

the country are to serve as outposts to
work the cities. "The cities are to be
worked from outposts. Said the mes-
senger of God, 'Shall not the cities be
warned? Yes, not by God's people living
in them, but by their visiting them, to
warn them of what is coming upon the
earth.' "Evangelism, 77
The city centers will serve as feeders

10 the country sanitariums. "centers of
influence may be established in many
places by the opening up of health-food
stores, hygienic restaurants, and treat-
ment rooms. Not all that needs to be
done can be specified before a beginning
is made." Testimonies vol. 7, 234
"Hygienic restaurants are to be es-

tablished In the cities, and by them the
message of temperance is to be pro-;
claimed. Arrangements should be made
to hold meetings in connection with our



There is always a danger of taking upon ourselves
awork the Lord has not placed in our hands, and
neglecting that which He has given us to do, and
which would better honor His name

r
restaurants. Whenever possible, let a
room be provided where the patrons can
be invited to lectures on the science of
health and Christian temperance, where
they can receive instruction on the pre-
paration of wholesome food and on
other important subjects." Counsels on
Health, 481

Heaven's ptan calls for many small
institutions. "The proclamation of the
truth in all parts of the world calls for
small sanitariums in many places, not in
the heart of cities, but in places where
city influences will be as little felt as
possible."Medical Ministry, 159

Our institutions are not to compete
with the world insize or splendor. ''Never
are we to rely upon worldly recognition
and rank. Never are we, in the estab-
lishment of institutions, to try to compete
with worldly institutions in size or splen-
dor." Testimonies, vol. 7, 100

Rather than trying to be first with the
latest, we are to go slow in the purchase
of equipment requiring experts to
operate. "Now I am certain that great
care should be taken in purchasing elec-
trical instruments and costly mechanical
fIXtures. Move slowly, Brother Burden,
and do not trust to men who suppose
that they understand what is essential,
and who launch out in spending money
for many things that require experts to
handle them." Ellen G. White Pamphlets
in the Concordance, vol. 3, 135

Costly eqUipment is not essential.
"Wealth or high position, costly equip-
ment, architecture or furnishings, are not
essential to the advancement of the work
of God." The Ministry ofHealing, 36

We are to teach and emphasize the
simplest remedies. ''Always study and
teach the use of the simplest remedies,
and the special blessing of the Lord may
be expected to follow the use of these
means which are within the reach of the
common people." Selected Messages,
book 2, 298--299

((There are many inventions which
cost large sums ofmoney which it is just
as well should not come into our work.
They are not what our students need. Let
the education given be simple in its
nature." Loma Linda Messages, 355

Our methods of treatment are to be a
training that the patients can continue
aud share at home. "Those who go from
the Sanitarium should go so well in-
structed that they can teach others the
: methods of treating their families. There
is danger of spending far too much
money on machinery and appliances

which the patients can never use in their
home lessons." Ellen G. White Pam-
phlets in the Concordance, vol. 3, 135

Christ combined His healing work
with instructions to "go and sin no
more." He knew that His labbr for those
He healed-even those He raised from
the dead-was only palliative care, un-
less He could heal them spiritually as
well. The world can compassionately
operate the complex, modern tech-
nology to accomplish the palliative, tem-
poral restoration of health. The world
can even teach many of the laws of
healthful living. The world cannot, how-

ever, teach obedience to the laws of
nature as part of salvation, nor can they
connect fallen man with the Holy
Spirit's power to obey those laws, to say
nothing of Heaven's spiritual laws. God
has assigned us the task of sharing
Heaven's health-giving and soul-saving
laws with every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people. We must not get sidetracked
from our task, doing that which others
can do. We are to resort to the rational,
complex technology when necessary to
save life (see "Agriculture and Our
Health Work/' OUT Firm Foundation
December 1989), but we must not em-
phasize that work to the neglect of duty.
"There is always a danger of taking

upon ourselves a work the Lord has not
placed in our hands, and neglecting that
which He has given us to do, and which
would better honorHis name; that which
to human eyes may appear praisewor-
thy, may be the very thing the Lord has
not placed in our hands." Spalding-
Magan's Unpublished Manuscript Tes-
timonies ofEllen G. White, 116

Our special task is to share with the
world the eight principles ofhealth, obe-
dience to which will maintain the health
of the saints throughout eternity. We are
to share the true. remedies with mankind.
('Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness, rest,
exercise, proper diet, the use of water,
trust in divine power-these are the true

remedies. Every person should have a
knowledge ofnature's remedial agencies
and how to apply them." Ministry of
Healing, 127

These eight principles of health are
the only remedies that can provide per-
manent solutions to human disease. For
this reason they are the only way of
practicing the healing arts that Heaven
approves. To fail to share them is to be
guilty of malpractice of the highest de-
gree. "There are many ways of practic-
ing the healing art, but there is only one
way that Heaven approves. God's reme-
dies are the simple agencies of nature

that will not tax or debilitate the system
through their powerfUl properties. Pure
air and water, cleanliness, a proper diet,
purity of life, and a fIrm trust in God are
remedies for the want of which thou-
sands are dying; yet these remedies are
going out of date because their skillful
use requJres work that the people do not
appreciate." Testimonies, vol. 5, 443
The emphasis on the eight natural

remedies in ministry to the sick is not to
be limited to the work of God's health
professionals. In fact, every category of
worker and every lay person is to be-
come knowledgeable in the use of these
true remedies in the care of the sick. See
"The Lord's Work," Our Firm Founda-
tion, January 1989
"The Lord wants every one of us to

educate himself for God. At baptism, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost we were set apart
to engage in the very work that Christ
came to the world to do. What was
He?-In the highest sense He was a
missionary, and He was a healing mis-
sionary."Review andHerald, vol. 4, 369

Each one of us is to minister to both
the physical and spiritua! needs of those
about us. "In one hand they are to carry
the gospel for the relief of sin-burdened
souls, and in the other hand they are to
carry remedies for the relief of physical

continued on 24
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through whom He communicates with
the world.
"God would work mightily for His

people today if they would place them- r-
selves wholly under His guidance. They
need the constant abiding of the Holy
Spirit. If there were more prayer in the
councils of those bearing responsibili-
ties, more humbling of the heart before
God, we should see abundant evidence
of divine leadership, and Ollr work
would make rapid progress." Testimo-
nies1 vol. 8, 238

God's leader must be spiritual.
On the positive side, the true under-

shepherd must know tbe Shepherd. The
leader of a church or a Conference at any
level of organization must recognize that
Satan's agents are ready to move in and
occupy a spiritual vacuum, thereby pro-
ducing "spiritual wickedness in high
places." Ephesians 6:12
The true Conference leader will

preach spiritual sermons, write spiritual
articles, and take a strong personal inter-
est in spiritual conditions in every edu-
cational or medical institution under his
jurisdiction. He will take seriously every
indication of spiritual weakness and
labor carefully and diligently to correct it
before it extends its malignant growth.
Meetings under his management will be
characterized by deep spirituality rather
tban by unwarranted enthusiasm and
manipulative promotional techniques.

On the negative side, spiritual leader-
ship must include a knowledge of God's
truth that will quickly discern aberra-
tions and departures from sound doc-
trine and manifest tbe courage to take a
firm and open stand against them.
"The Lord calls for men of genuine

faith and sound minds, men who recog-
nize the distinction berween the true and
tbe false." Testimonies vol. 8, 239
There must be no compromise of

truth for the sake of appeasing persons
or parties who contest it. To compromise
truth for tbe Sake ofunity is a fatal error.
The ,exCUSe,',! am an administrator, not a
theologian," is not acceptable. There is
nothing mysterious about our message.
Theological degrees ate not a prereq-
uisite tOlffiderstanding it. The true un-
dershepberd'will nevet tolerate the feed-
ing, ofl'oisOh totbe flock, and it is
absolutely necessary that he be well

last served asclzi1irman cifthe
Chur.ch :andMinistry. Department of the

'Theological
hary, Far East.,

A G. Dalliells; 1901-1922
Neal C.Wilson; 1978-

God's Plan forAdministrators
I took thee from the sheepcote, from
following the sheep1 to be ruler over

my people, over Israel." 2 Samuel 7:8
What does God look for in a leader?

What are the ,prerequisites for a presi-
dency? Obviously not what the world
prefers. Moses was separated from the
educational system of a great nation to
spend years in solitude and sheep
herding. Elisha was called from the
plow. John the Baptist was chosen in
preference to priests and scribeS. God's
testimony to Saul is revealing, bOth posi-
tively andllegatively:
"lVhen :thou Wast little in thine own

sight, wast,thOllnot made the head of the
ttibes cif ISrael? .• : ,.Because thou hast
rejected the word Of the LOJI:D, lJ,ehath

peing klng:'
1 Samuel 15:17,23; emphaSis supplied
ill'all'quotations. ' ,

From these and other examples, we
may learn that the highest prerequisite
for a leader in God's sight is a humble
dependence upon His counsels, His
Word. This is a better qualification than
any earthiy training or experience can
possibly give. The pre-eminent and in-
dispensable qualification for a leader of
God's people mUSt be his willingness to
foilo"" the counsels of God, recognizing
that God Himself is the ever-active and
ever-guiding supreme leader, the "chief
Shepherd" (I Peter 5:4), aile. that earthly
leaders function as undetshepherds.

"1 write this thatallmayktlow, that
there isnocontrovetSy among Seventh-
day Adventists over the queStion of
leadership. :Tl", Lord,G,?dOf 1eavenis
O'i.i,'r'King, He· is ':a' .Whom' 'We can
safely fOllOw, fonF!eneli!'*,makesa
mistake. Let us honor 0bd; andHis Son,

Ralph Larson

a.A Olsen; 1888-1897
G. I. Buder; 1871-1874.
1880-1888

James White; 1865-1867,
1869-1871,1874-1880



The matter at hand was a question about taxes,
but no theologian of any faith has been known to
propose that Christ's words applied only to taxes

enDugh grDunded in our message to be
able to recognize pDisonous teachings
when they appear. He will not look on

(- ", indifferently Dr benignly while poi-
, SDnDUS error is mingled with truth in the
classroom, in the pulpit, or in the publi-
cations Df our church. Recognizing that
"Error is never harmless" (Testimonies,
VDI. 5, 292), he will set his face like a
flint against it, regardless Df its source or
its earthly credentials.

"The Lord has been pleased tD pre-
sent before me many things in regard to
the calling and labDr Df our ministers,
especially those who have been ap-
pointed as presidents of Conferences.
Great care ShDUld be exercised in the
selectiDn Df men for these pDsitiDns of
trust. There shDuld be earnest prayer fDr
divine enlightenment.

"Those whD are thus appointed as
Dverseers Df the flock ShDuld be men Df
gDod repute; menWhD give evidence that
they have nDt Dnly a knDwledge Df the
Scriptures, but an experience in faith, in
patience, that in meekness they may in-
struct thDse WhD DppDse the truth. They
shDuld be men of thorough integrity, not
novices, but intelligent students Df the
Word, able to teach others also, bringing
frDm the treasure-hDuse things new and
old; men who in character, in words, in
deportment, will be an hDnor to the cause
Df Christ, teaching the truth, living the
truth, growing up tD the full stature in
Christ Jesus." Gospel Workers, 413
Two major errors that are spreading

in our church tDday require the attentiDn
Df every administrator. These are the
departure frDm the sDund hermeneutical
principle of deciding frDm the weight Df
evidence (see The Desire ofAges 458,
et all and the misuse Df the principle Df
cDntext.

We heartily disapprove Df the prac-
tice Df SDme religiDus leaders whD pass
by the abundance of plain statements
regarding the Sabbath or the state of the
dead, for example, and fDcus their atten-
tiDn on an obscure or unclear passage.
They first place their Dwn interpretatiDn
Dn the unclear passage, then insist on
sUbDrdinating the clear and plain state-
ments tD this interpretation.

Are we nDt repeating this error when
we pass by scores or even hundreds Df
clear, pUblished Spirit Df Prophecy state-
ments Dn a certain topic, and search
through Ellen White's letters Dr even her

i diaries tD find sDmething that suits us
, better? GDd's leaders will never coun-
tenance such procedures.

We alSD meet religiDus leaders whD
misapply and misuse the principle Df
context. They will argue that Matthew
15:9, "In vain they dDwDrship me, teach-
ing for doctrines the ccmmandments of
men," applies only to the fifth command-
ment and to nD Dther, thus implying that
it is all right tD substitute the command-
ments Df men fDr Dther connnandments
Df God. They may maintain that Paul's
statement that the body is the temple of
God is applicable Dnly tD matters Df
immDrality, since it was a prDblem of
immorality that called it forth.

Over against this misguided human
reasoning stands the evident truth that a
specific prDblem, presented to an in-
spired messenger, often calls forth a
statement of principle that has far wider
application than the incident itself.

Christ told the priests in the temple,
"Render therefore unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar's; and unto God the
things that are God's." Matthew 22:21.
The matter at hand was a question about
taxes, but nO theologian Df any faith has
been knDwn to propose that Christ's
words applied only to taxes. It is univer-
sally recognized that His wDrds apply tD
all relations between a Christian and
earthly governments.

Such ntisapplication Df the principle
of context has caused SDme to conclude
that an inspired message applies only to
the persDns to whom it is addressed. It
has been argued that certain of Ellen
White's cautiDns against living in cities
apply only to the people ofBattle Creek,
because it was a situatiDn in Battle Creek
that called the counsels fDrth.

If this were a right application of the
principle of context, most of the Scrip-
tures would have to be laid aside, be-
cause they were not addressed to us.
Paul'S letters to the Ephesians and
Colossians wDuld apply only to thDse
churches and to no others; his counsels
to Timothy would apply Dnly to that
young minister and tD nD Dther; and the

messages of the prophets to the ancient
Israelites would be for them alone. How
spiritually impoverished we would be!

Spiritual impDverishment is fol-
lDwed by severe practical lDsses when it
is argued that Ellen White was a
nineteenth-century prophet, hence her
counsels are not for those who live in the
twentieth century. Incredibly, this is
sometimes followed by appeals to fol-
low the thinking of John Calvin,- who
was three centuries earlier still.

A leader Df spiritual discernment will
nDt be misled ):Jy any of these sophistries.
He will remember that God sent us,
thrDughHis servant, this assurance: ''Tbne
and trial have not made void the instruc-
tiDn given, but thrDUgh years of suffering
and self-sacrifice have established the
truth Df the testimony given, The instruc-
tion that was given in the early days Dfthe
message is tD be held as safe instruction to
follow in these its closing dsys." Selected
Messages, book 1, 41

When, thus encouraged, the leader
turns his attention to the specific counsels
of God regarding his own responsibili-
ties, he cannot fail to notice that wantings
against abuse of authority and the exer-
cise of "king!y power" are repeated and
emphasized more than any other specific

counsels. God's messenger was often
reminded of the wDrds Df Christ: "Ye
knDw that the princes of the Gentiles
exercise dominion over them, and they
that are great exercise authority upDn
them. But it shall not be so amDng YDU:
but whosoever will be great among you,
let him be your ntinister; and whDsoever
will be chief among you, let him be your
servant." Matthew 20:25--27

RepeatedlY, God's messenger warns
against centralized authoritarianism, a
gathering of the reins into a few hands,
and the disposition to or ruin" in
which the leader assumes the attitude,
"What I cannot control I will destroy."

Closely related to this is the oft-
repeated recommendation that we "0000-
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Delegates to the General Conference of 1990,
will you give us leaders whose consciences are
as true to duty as the needle to the pole?

sel together." Testimonies, vol. 5) 30, et
al. Group decisions are better than in-
dividual decisions. The true leader will
never attempt to manipulate the boards
and committees with whom he works,
but in sincere respect for the opinions of
others will strive for genuine group deci-
sions. All forms of political maneuvering
are ruled out. Such devices as permitting
only certain members of the group to
speak, scheduling vote taking for a time
when certain members of the group are
absent, putting administrative pressure
on individual members before the vote is
taken-these and all similar methods that
are common to the secular political
process are out of place in "hurch leader-
ship. They are evidences that the leader
has an umealistic confidence in his own
judgment and sees the group as some-
thing to be manipulated until the mem-
bers conform to :w.s views) rather than
Christians with whom he should counsel.
Of all the methods of manipulation,

perhaps none is more reprehensible than
the practice of administration by temper
tantrum. Worldly leaders may call this
"an effective use of anger" and approve
it, but for the Christian leader it is using
strange fire on the altar. The experience
of Moses in striking the rock indicates
quite clearly how God views this admin-
istrative technique. There is no way that
it can receive His blessing.

"The converting power of God must
COme upon men who handle sacred
things, yet who are unable, through some
cause best known to God, to distinguish
between the sacred fire of God's own
kindling and the strange fire which they
offer. That strange fire is as dishonoring
to God as was that presented by Nadab
and Abihu. The sacred fire of God's love
would make men tender and kind and
sympathetic toward those in peril. Those
who indulge in sharp, overbearing words
are really saying: I am holier than thou.
Do you not see my exalted position?
Testimonies to Ministers) 356
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"Strange fire has been offered in the
use of harsh words, in self-importance,
in self-exaltation, in self-righteousness,
in arbitrary authority, in domineering, in
oppression, in restricting the liberty of
God's people, binding them about by
your plans and rules, which God has not
framed, neither have they come into His
mind. All these things are strange fire,
unacknowledged by God, and are a con-
tinual misrepresentation of His charac-
ter." Ibid., 357-358

"The man at the head of any work in
God)s cause is to be aman of intelligence,
a man capable of managing large inter-
ests successfully, a man of even temper,
Christlike forbearance, and perfect self-
control. He only whose heart is trans-
formed by the grace of Christ can be a
proper leader.Medit;al Ministry, 164

The practice of the methods that
savor so strongly of the world are simply
indications that the leader considers
himself an exceptionally gifted adminis-
trator whose talents are so enormous that
he has no need of the counsel of his
brethren. He reckons that his private
jUdgment is better than the judgment of
the entire group, however dedicated and
knowledgeable the members of that
group may be. A clear manifestation of
this attitude is seen when the leader
devotes a large portion of the scheduled
time for a board Or committee meeting to

explaining to the group what he has
already decided they should do. Over
against these practices ofworldly leader-
ship, and distinctly different from them,
is the calling of God for leaders who will
be true undershepherds.

And finally, the leader who is a true
undershepherd will never be found disa-
greeing with the chief Shepherd, the
Lord and Creator of us all, as to the
length of his term in office.

"TheLord has beenpleased to giveme
light on this question. I have been shown
that ministers should not be retained in the
same district year after year, nor should

the same man long preside over a Confer-
ence. A change ofgifts is fur the good of
Our Conferences and churches....

"The president may not feel the im-
portance of sanctifying himself, that
others may be sanctified. He may be an
unfaithful watcinnan, preaching to please
the people. Many are strong in some
points of character, while they are weak
and deficient in others. As the result, a
want of efficiency is manifest in some
parts of the work. Should the same man
continue as president ofa Conferenceyear
after year, his defects would be repro-
duced in the churches under his labors.
But one laborer may be strong where his·
brother is weak, and so by exchanging
fields of labor, One may, to some extent,
supply the deficiencies ofanother.
"If all were fully consecrated to God,

these marked imperfections of character
would not exist; but since the laborers do
not meet the divine standard, since they
weave self into all their work, the best
thing, both' for themselves and for the
churches, is to make frequent changes.
And, on the other hand, if a laborer is
spiritually strong, he is, through the grace
of Christ, a blessing to the churches, and
his labors are needed in different Confer-
ences. Gospel Workers, 420-421

Delegates to the General Conference.
of 1990, and in particular, members of
the nominating conumttee, our prayers
are with you. Anxious eyes of church
members in all countries of the world are
turned toward your meeting place, and
heatts that are deeply troubled about
conditions in the church that we love are
awaiting your choices and your deci-
sions. Will you supply us with leaders
who display both the meekness and the
resolute adherence to principle that were
seen in Moses? Will you give us leaders
whose conscience is as true to duty as the
needle to the pole, men who will treasure
up every ray of light that has come to the
Advent people from the throne of God?
Will you give us men who will not falter
or fail in the performance of sacred duty
because they, eschewing human wisdom
and worldly policies, walk carefUlly and
conscientiously in the light of the coun-
sels of God? If you will, the great revival
of primitive godliness that we have been
promised may Soon follow in the wake of
your decisions. But this can only happen
if you, yourselves, carefully apply the
counsels of God in your own choices and
decisions. May God be your guide. Our"
prayers are with you. Give us men to '
match our message. Give us Men! iii



To Brethren in Responsible Positions
your judgment to be small and incon-
siderable. Make up every waste place,
repair the breaches as fast as they occur.
Let no differences or dissensions exist in
the church. Let all go to work to help
someone who needs help.

There is a cause for the great weak-
ness in our churches, and that cause it is
hard to remove. It is self. Men have none
too much will, but they must have it
wholly sanctified to God. They need to
fall on the Rock, and be broken. Selfmust
be crucified in every one who shall enter
the gates of the city of God. The fierce
spirit which rises up in the hearts of some
in the church when anything does not
please them is the spirit of Satan, and not
the Spirit of Christ. Is it not fully time
that we return to our first love, and be at
peace among ourselves? We must show
ourselves to be not only Bible readers,
but [also] Bible believers.lfwe are united
to Christ, we shall be united to one
another. See John 13:34; Romans 15:1-5
The increase of our numbers and the

enlarging of our facilities means work; it
calls for entire consecration and thorough
devotedness. God has no place in His
work for half-hearted men and women,
those who are neither cold nor hot. Christ
says, "1will spue thee out ofmy mouth."
Revelation 3:16. God calls for men who
are whole-hearted.

tion. All that Jesus did on the earth was
done with an eye single to the glory of
His Father. He says, ':As the Father gave
me commandment, even so I do." John
14:31. "This commandment have I re-
ceived of my Father." John 10:18. In all
He did, He was working out the will of
His Father, so that His life on earthwas a
manifestation of the divine perfection.
The union of divinity with humanity in
Christ was to reveal to us God's purpose
to bring man into the closest connection
with Himself. We cannot possibly be
happy without Him.

The original apostasy began in a dis-
belief and denial of the truth. We are to
fix the eye offaith steadfastly upon Jesus.
When the days come, as they surely will,
in which the law ofGod is made void, the
zeal of the true and loyal should rise with
the emergency and should be the more
warm and decided, and their testimony
should be the more positive and unflinch-
ing. But we are to do nothing in a defiant
spirit, and we shall not if our hearts are
fully surrendered to God. Romans 13:1-
7; Titus 3:1

Now is the time for God's people to
take up the duties that lie next [to] them.
Be faithful in the little things; for on the
right performance of these hang great
results. Do not leave the work which
needs to be done, because it appears to

Ellen G. White 1============================

BRETIlREN in responsible positions,
you are in danger. I lif1 my voice in

) warning. Beware. Unless you watch, and
keep your garments unspotted from the
world, Satan will stand as your captain. It
is now no time to hide your colors, no time
to turn traitor, when the battle presses
sore. It is no time to lay down or hide our
weapons, and give Satan the advantage in
the warfare. Watchmen on the walls of
Zion must be wide awake. Call to your
fellow watchmen in no sleepy terms, "The
morning cometh, and also the night."
Isaiah 21:12. If no response is made, then
know that the watchman is unfaithful.

It is now no time to relax our efforts,
to become tarne and spiritless; no time to
hide our light under a bushel, to speak
smooth things, to prophesy deceit. No,
no; there is no place for sleepy watch-
men on the walls ofZion. Every power is
to be employed wholly and entirely for
God. Maintain your allegiance, bearing
testimony for God and for truth. Be not
turned aside by any suggestion that the
world may make. We can make no com-
promise. There is a living issue before
us, which will be of vital importance to
the remnant people of God, to the very
close of this earth's history; for eternal
I interests are here involved.

We are to look constantly to the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Captain of our salva-

I \.
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The evidences of the abiding, ever-living truth
of these grand messages that mean so much to
us, that have awakened such intense opposition
from the religious world, are not extinct

There are those who have prided
themselves on their great caution in re-
ceiving "new light," as they term it; but
they are blinded by the enemy, and
cannot discern the work and ways of
God. Light, precious light, comes from
heaven, and they array themselves
against it. What next? These very ones
will accept messages that God has not
sent, and thus will become even danger-
ous to the cause of God because they set
up false standards. Menwho might be of
great use if they would learn of Christ
and go on from light to greater light, are
in some things positive hindrances,
forever on the point of questioning,
wasting much precious time, and con-
tributing nothing to the spiritual eleva-
tion of the church. They excite doubt
and fear. They misdirect minds, leading
them to accept of suggestions that are
not safe. They cannot see afar off, they
cannot discern the conclusion of the
matter. Their moral force is sqandered
upon trifles; they view an atom as a
world and a world as an atom.

Many have trusted and gloried in the
wisdom of men, far more than in Christ
and the precious, sanctifying truth for
this time. They need the heavenly
anointing, that they may comprehend
what is light and truth. They thank God
that they are confined to no narrow
groove, but they do not see the breadth
and far-reaching extent of the principles
of truth, and are not enlightened by the
Spirit of God as to heaven's large liber-

ality. They admire man-made inventions
and discoveries, but they are Walking in
the sparks of their own kindling, diverg-
ing farther and farther from the genuine
principles of Christian action, ordained
to make men wise unto salvation. They
strive to extend the gospel, but separate
it from the very marrow, the life. They
say, "Let the lightshine;" but cover it up
so that it shall not shine in clear rays on
the very subjects that they need to un-
derstand. Some exhaust the fervor of
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their zeal on plans that cannot be carried
out without peril to the church.
At this time the church should not be

diverted from the Object of vital interest
to things that will not bring health and
courage, faith and power. Theymust see,
and by their actions testify that the
gospel is aggressive. But the light which
is given to shine brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day, burns dimly. The
church no longer sends out the clear,
bright rays of light amidst the moral
darkness that is enveloping the world as
a funeral pall. The light ofmany does not
burn or shine. They are moral icebergs.

Watchmen on the walls ofZion are to
be vigilant, and sleep not day or night.
But if they have not received the mes-
sage from the lips of Christ, their trum-
pets will give an uncertain sound.
Brethren, God calls upon you, bothmln-
isters and laymen, to listen to His voice
speaking to you in His Word. Let His
truth be received into the heart, that you
may be spirituallzed by its living, sancti-
fying power. Then let the distinct mes-
sage for this time be sent fromwatchman
to watchman on the walls of Zion.

This is a time of general departure
from truth and righteousness, and now
we must build the old waste places, and,
with interested effort, labor to raise up
the foundation of many generations.
"Thou shalt be called, The repairer of the
breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.
If thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my

holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the LoRD, honorable; and
shalt honor him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure,
nor speaking thine own words: then
shalt than delight thyself in the LoRD;
and I will cause thee to ride upon the
high places of the earth, and feed thee
with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for
the mouth of the LoRD hath spoken it."
Isaiah 58:12-14. See Isaiah 51:7-16;
62:1-4

While you hold the banner of truth
firmly, proclaiming the law of God, let
every soul remember that the faith ofr"
Jesus is connected with the command-
ments of God. The third angel is repre-
sented as flying in the midst of heaven,
symbolizing the work of those who pro-
claim the first, second, and third angels'
messages; all are linked together. The
evidences of the abiding, ever-living
truth of these grand messages that mean
so much to us, that have awakened such
intense opposition from the religious
world, are not extinct. Satan is con-
stantly seeking to cast his hellish shadow
about these messages, so that the rem-
nant people of God shall not clearly
discern their import, their time and
place; but they live, and are to exert their
power upon our religious experience
while time shall last.

The influence of these messages has
been deepening and widening, setting in
motion the springs of action in thousands
of hearts, bringing into existence institu-
tions of learning, publishing houses, and
health institutions; all these are the instru-
mentalities of God to co-operate in the
grand work represented by the first, sec-
ond, and third angels flying in the midst
of heaven to warn the inhabitants of the.
world that Christ is coming the second,
time with power and great glory. The
Revelator says, "I saw another angel
come down from heaven, having great
power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory. And he cried mightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is
fallen, is fallen." Revelation 18:1-2. This
is the sarnemessage that was given by the
second angel, Babylon is fallen, "because
she made all nations drInk of the wine of
the wrath of her fornication." Revelation
14:8. What is that wine? Her false doc-
trines. She has given to the world a false
sabbath instead of the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment, and has repeated
the lie Satan first told to Eve in Eden-
the natural immortality of the soul. Many
kindred errors she has spread far and
wide, "teaching for doctrines the com-
mandments of men."

When Jesus began His pUblic minis-
try, He cleansed the temple from its
sacrilegious profanation. Almost the last
act of His ministry was to cleanse the
temple again. So in the last work for the
warning of the world, two distinct calls are
made to the churches; the second angel's
message, and the voice heard in heaven,
"Come our of her) my people.... For her
sins have reached unto heaven, and God



We cannot with any safety rely upon men who
are not in close connection with God. They
accept the opinions of men, but cannot discern
the voice of the nue Shepherd, and their
influence wi11lead many astray

\.

hath remembered her iniquities." Revela-
tiDn 18:4-5

As God called the children Df Israel
Dut Df Egypt, that they might keep His
Sabbath, SD He calls His people Dut Df
BabylDn that they may nDt wDrship the
beast nDr his image. The man Df sin, whD
thDught tD change times and laws, has
exalted himself above God, by presenting
this spuriDuS sabbath tD the wDrld; the
Christian wDrld has accepted this child Df
the Papacy, and cradled and nDurished it,
thus defying GDd by remDving His
memDrial and setting up a rival sabbath.

After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witness tD all natiDns, at a time when
every conceivable power of evil is set in
operatiDn, when minds are cDnfused by
the many voices crying, "La, here is
Christ." He is there;" "This is
truth;" "I have the message from God;"
"He has sent me with great light;" and
there is a remDving Df the landmarks,
and an attempt tD tear dDwn the pillars Df
Dur faith-then a more decided effDrt is
made to exalt the false sabbath, and tD
cast contempt upDn GDd Himself by
supplanting the day He has blessed and
sanctified.

This false sabbath is tD be enfDrced
by an oppressive law. Satan and his
angels are wide awake and intensely

i active, working with energy and per-
severance through human instrumentali-
ties tD bring abDut his purpDse DfDbliter-
ating the knDwledge Df GDd. While
Satan is working with his lying wonders,
the time has CDme fDretDld in the Revela-
tiDn, when the mighty angel that shall
lighten the earth with his glDry will
proclaim the fall Df BabylDn and call
upDn God's peDple tD fDrsake her.

The Lord has presentedbefDre me that
thDse whD have been in any measure
blinded by the enemy, and WhD have not
fully recovered themselves frDm the snare
Df Satan, will be in peril because they
cannDt discern light from heaven, and will
be inclined tD accept a falsehDod. This will
affect the whDle tenDr Df their thDughts,
their decisiDns, their propositiDns, theIr
counsels. The evidences that God has
given are no evidence to them, because
they have blinded their Dwn eyes by
chDosing darkness rather than llght. Then
they will Driginate sDmething they call
light, which the LDrd calls sparks Df their
Dwn kindiing, by which they will direct
their steps. The Lord declares, "WhD is
i amDng YDU that feareth the LoRD, that
PDbeyeth the vDice Df his servant, that
walketh in darkness, and hath nD light? let

him trust in the name Df the LoRD, and
stay upDn his God. BehDld, all ye that
kindle a fire, that compass yDurselVeS
about with sparks: walk in the light Df
YDur fire, and in the sparks that ye have
kindled. This shall ye have Dfmine hand;
ye shall lie down in sorrow." lsaiah50:10-
11. Jesus said, "FDr judgment I am come
intD this wDrld, that they which see nDt
might see; and that they which see might
bemadeblind." "I am come alight into the
wDrld, that whDsoever believeth Dn me
ShDuld nDt abide in darkness." "He that
rej ecteth me, and receiveth nDt mywDrds,
hath one that jUdgeth him: the word that I
have spoken, the same shall judge him in
the last day." JDhn 9:39; 12:46, 48

By many, the words which the Lord
sent will be rejected, and the wDrds that
man may speak will be received as light
and truth. Human wisdDm will lead
away frDm self-denial, from consecra-
tiDn, and will devise many things that
tend tD make Df nD effect GDd's mes-
sages. We cannot with any safety rely
upon men whD are not in close connec-
tiDn with God. They accept the DpiniDns
Df men, but cannDt discern the vDice Df
the True Shepherd, and their influence
will lead many astray, thDugh evidence
is piled upDn evidence befDre their eyes,
testifying tD the truth that GDd's peDple
ShDuld have fDr this time. The truth is
calculated to turn men to Christ, tD
quicken their energies, subdulng and
sDftening their hearts, and inspiring
them with zeal and devDtiDn and IDve tD
GDd. The Sabbath truth must in nD case
be cDvered up. We must let it appear in
plain cDntrast with errDr.

As the end approaches, the testimD-
nies ofGod's servants will become more
decided and mDre pDwerful, flashing the
light Df truth upDn the systems Df error
and DppressiDn that have SD IDng held
the supremacy.. The LDrd has sent us
messages fDr this time tD establish Chris-
tianity upDn an eternal basis, and all whD
believe present truth must stand, not in

their Own wisdom, but in God; and raise
up the fDundatiDn Df many generations.
These will be registered in the bDDks Df
heaven as repairers Df the breach, the
restDrers Df paths tD dwell in. We are tD
maintain the truth because it is truth, in
the face Df the bitterest DppDsitiDn. God
is at wDrk upDn human minds; it is nDt
man alDne that is working. The great
illuminating pDwer is from Christ; the
brightness Df His example is tD be kept
befDre the peDple in every discDurse.

The rainbDw abDve the thrDne, the
bow Df prDmise, testifies tD the whole
wDrld that GDd will never fDrget His
peDple in their struggle. Let Jesus be Dur
theme. Let us with pen and vDice pre-

sent, not Dnly the commandments Df
GDd, but [alsD] the faith Df Jesus. This
will promDte real heart piety as nDthing
else can. While we present the fact that
men are subjects Df a divine mDral
gDvernment, their reasDn teaches them
that this is truth, that they Dwe allegiance
tD JehDvah. This life is Dur time Df
probatiDn. We are placed under the dis-
cipline and gDvernment Df GDd to fDrm
characters and acquire habits fDr the
higher life. ThmptatiDns will come upDn
us. IniqUity abDunds; where YDU least
expect it, dark chapters will Dpen that
are most terrible, to weigh down the
soul; but we need nDt fail nDr be dis-
cDuraged while we knDw that the bDW of
promise is abDve the thrDne Df God. We
shall be subject to heavy trials, Dpposi-
tion, bereavement, affliction; but we
knDw that Jesus passed through all these.
These experiences are valuable tD us. The
advantages are nDt by any means con-
fined tD this shDrt life. They reach intD
eternal ages. Through petience, faith, and
hDpe, in all the changing scenes Df life,
we are fDrming characters fDr everlasting
life. Everything shall work tDgether for
gDod tD those thatlDve GDd. .'

The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials,
720-729
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with Christ, if the gifts of the Spirit are
theirs, the poorest and most ignorant of
His disciples will have a power that will
tell upon hearts. God makes them chan-
nels for the outflowing of the highest
influence in the universe." Testimonies,
vol. 8, 21-22

What God is looking for today is
members of the church through whom
He can pour out His Spirit through
various means-as diverse as the per-
sonalities of each-to reach the world
with the saving gospel of Jesus Christ.

Every member of the church is called
to be "God's fellow worker." 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:9. Every member of the church is
called to spread the message. God's plan
for evangelism is for the Holy Spirit to
use each individual, in different capaci-
ties, for the winning of SQuls. "For to one
is given the word ofwisdom through the
Spirit, to another the word ofknowledge

Marshall J. Grosboll; pastor and evangelist
is the director Of the Steps to Life Ministry in
Wichita, Kansas.

JESUS' last commission to His dis-ciples was: "Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to ohaerve all things that I have com-
manded you; and 10, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age."
Matthew 28:19-20; NKJV used in all
Scripture references.

It was for the fulfillment and com-
pletion of this commission that the
Seventh-day Adventist Church was
raised up. When this commission is ac-
complished and the gospel has gone to
all the world, Jesus will come. "This
gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come."
Matthew 24:14

the Messiah, but they did not preach the
gospel. Churches of many faitha are
baptizing, establishing churches, treat-
ing the sick, and helping the needy; but
they are not preaching the gospel in the
biblical sense. The preaching of the
gospel goes beyond mere preaching-
even beyond the preaching of truth. It
goes beyond mere aClivity-even the
activities of Christian service.

The gospel is more than a mere
preaching of words or the performance
of deeds. Paul, the great gospel preacher
of the New Testament church, said: "My
speeCh and my preaching were not with
persuasive words of human wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power." 1 Corinthians 2:4; all emphasis
supplied. The gospel has not been
preached until the, power of God to
transfonn the lives of sinners into saints

The Preaching ofthe Gospel has been demonstrated. As Paul indi-
cated, the gospel is the demonstration of

The question that must be asked, the power of the Holy Spirit as at Pente-
however, is What is the preaching of the cost, when hearts were touched and con-
gospel? Is it the preaching of the Sab- fessions were made.
bath and the Second Coming? Is it the Clearly, there is no gospel without
establishment ofchurches? Is it the treat- the Holy Spirit. "It is the absence of the
ing of disease through medical mission- Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so
ary work and the giving of clothes and powerless. Learning, talent, eloquence,
food to the needy? Certainly it includes every natural or acquired endowment,
these elements, but these alone will may be possessed; but, without the pre-
never constitute the preaching of the sence of the Spirit ofGod, no heart will
gospel. The Jewish people in Jesus' day be touched, no sinner won to Christ. On
preached the Sabbath and the Advent of the other hand, if they are connected

for
Evangelism

God's Plan

i



Though true evangelism is the objective of the
church, it must be recognized that there is a
counterfeit evangelism by which Satan tries to
bring the unconverted into the church

through the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healings by the same Spirit, to another
the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another discerning of spir-
its, to another different kinds of tongues,
to anotherthe interpretation of tongues."
1 Corinthians 12:8--10. "There are
differences of ministries, but the same
Lord. And there are diversities of activi-
ties, but it is the same Godwho works all
in all." 1 Corinthians 12:5--Q
Thus, evangelism is the mobilization

of the whole church through different
ministries under the direction of the
Holy Spirit for the spread of the gospel.
It includes medical missionary work,
teaching, preaching, evangelism, raising
children, printing and distributing litera-
ture, the giving of Bible studies, and a
myriad other activities. But each activity
must be empowered by the effectual
working of the Holy Spirit before it can
be true evangelism.
When we, as individuals and as a

church body, put away sin and selfish-
ness from Our midst, when we become
earnest in our desire for the endowment
of the Holy Spirit, and give ourselves
into God's service for the finishing of
His work, we will receive the gift of the

I Spirit of power tbat will allow us to
evangelize the world. "The descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the church is
looked forward to as in the future; but it
is the privilege of the church to have it
now. Seek for it, pray for it, believe for
it. We must have it, and Heaven is wait-
ing to bestow it."Evangelism, 701

"When we have entire, wholehearted
consecration to the service of Christ, God
will recognize the fact by an outpouring
of His Spirit without measure; but this
will notbewhile the largestportion ofthe
church are not laborers together with
God." Christian Service, 253

The Purpose of Evangelism
The obvious purpose for evangelism

is to win souls for eternity and to finish
the commission of Christ so that He can
come again to redeem His people unto
Himself. But is the obvious purpose
always the real purpose? Is it possible
for the winning of souls to become
political in nature? Is it possible for
soul-winning to take on selfish motives?
Is it possible for soul-winning to become
the means of "climbing the ladder of
success?" Soul-winning can very easily
become a selfish endeavor, not only for

individuals, but even for entire church
entities. The more members a church or
Conference or even a Division has On the
books, the more political clout it carries.
And the bigger the church becomes, the
more prestigious it is to be a part of it.

When soul-winning takes on a politi-
cal influence or becomes a means of
self-advancement, it becomes counter-
productive for the advancement of the
gospel. Instead of advancing the gospel,
this type of evangelism actually retards it.

In Jesus' parable of the sower, we are
each to be sowers, as fellow workers
with the Master. But in the second para-
ble of seed sowing (Matthew 13:24-30),
Jesus made it clear tbat there are two
types of sowers-one good and one bad.
The field within which the seed is sown
signifies "the church of Christ in the
world." Christ's ObjectLessons, 70. The
two types of sowers, who are sowing
seeds within the church, produce two
kinds of converts-one group are called
tares and the other wheat. "The good
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but
the tares are the sons of the wicked one."
Matthew 13:38. Nowwe are not to try to
jUdge people's motives, nor are we to try

to uproot the tares, but it is significant to
note that the tares were sown by an
"enemy" while the children of the King-
dom were sleeping. Matthew 13:25

Thus, though true evangelism is the
objective of the church, it must be recog-
nized that there is a counterfeit evan-
gelism by which Satan tries to bring the
unconverted into the church. In many
cases, Satan's greatest goal is not to take
people out of the church, but to bring
people in. Whenever the standards of the
church are lowered in order to allow
more people to enter, we invite the pres-
ence and power of the archenemy of the
gospel to work within our midst-this is
a false evangelism.

Thus "great care should be exercised
in accepting members into the church; for
Satan has his specious devices through

which he purposes to crowd false
brethren into the church, through whom
he can work more successfully to weaken
the cause ofGod." Evangelism, 313
IfSatan is trying to bring people into

the church to take it over, what are we
doing to prevent Him from accomplish-
ing his purpose? God is very interested
in winning as many souls as will be
converted-but He is not seeking acces-
sions to the churchmerely for the sake of
numbers. He will accept every in-
dividual who is truly converted, but not
a single one who is not.

Jesus, instead of trying to increase
the number of His followers during the
years of His ministry, often tried to
decrease His numbers; He knew that
many of His followers were not truly
converted, and that these unconverted
ones would actually weaken His cause
rather than strengthen it. ''When Jesus
presented the testing truth that caused so
many of His disciples to turn back, He
knew what would be the result of His
words; but He had a purpose ofmercy to
fulfill." The Desire ofAges, 394. Jesus
knew that a few people truly converted
would do more for the spread of the

gospel than thousands who were
lukewarm and only half converted.

"God would be better pleased to
have six truly converted to the truth ...
than to have sixty make a nominal pro-
fession, and yet not be thoroughly con-
verted.... Ministers should teach that
all who accept the truth should bring
forth fruit to the glory of God. They
should teach that self-sacrifice must be
practiced every day; that many things
which have been cherished must be
yielded; and that many duties, disagreea-
ble though they may appear, must be
performed. Business interests, social en-
dearments, ease, honor, reputations-in
short, everything-must be held in sub-
jection to the superior and ever-para-
mount claims of Christ." Testimonies,
vol. 4, 317
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Numbers of truly converted people are a
wonderful blessing. But numbers of nominally
converted people are a curse to the church

i

We must use all the tact and kindness
we can, and yet, for the love of sau1s, the
standard of the truth must not be lowered,
but elevated. We must tell the people that
we love them too much to lower the
standard of truth. Of course, we cannot
confront them with all the truth at once.
We can be happy to have them coming to
church laden with jewelry-but do not
baptize them that way. They must be
taught, and they must grow, one step at a
time, into areas of devotional life, diet,
dress, Christian deportment and lan-
guage, Christian stewardship, under-
standing and beliefofthe Spirit ofProph-
ecy, and into all the distinctive features of
God's remnant movement. But though
these things must be taught one step at a
time, they must be presented thoroughly
and be put into practice before the candi-
dates are ready for baptism.

This carefuiness, however, does not
necessarily resu1t in slow growth. I have
always been intrigued during my visits to
Hungary. There the Seventh-day Advent-
ists who were once disfellowshiped for
their faith, and now are a part ofthe "small
committee" churches, hold exceedingly
high standards for baptism. Notwith-
standing, their churches are vibrant and
full of young people and new converts.
Often these churches are half fu1l of those
who are still studying for baptism. I asked
how long they study with new interests

before baptism. For One to two years, I
was told. These churches are growing and
strong, while their more llberal sister
churches, that do not require such fruits
from their converts, seem to be shrinking
and losing their youth. God's plan always
works better in the end. "Were our num-
bers half as large, and all of these devoted
workers, we shou1d have a power that
would make the world tremble." Testimo-
nies, vol. 3, 405

But even if God's plan for total
conversion before baptism did not resu1t
in many converts, and even if it brought
offense and ridicu1e, it is still the only
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plan that should be followed. "There-
fore, to you who believe, He is precious;
but to those who are disobedient ... a
'stone of stumbling and a rock of of-
fense.''' 1 Peter 2:7-8. Jesus would
rather have a hundred ease-loving
people offended with one sincere sou1
trilly saved, than to have hundreds sing-
ing His praises, and claiming to be
saved, only to be cherishing a false hope,
and to find out too late that they were not
saved. Numbers of truly converted
people are a wonderfu1 blessing. But
numbers of nominally converted people
are a curse to the church.

Jesus could have had many converts
if He had lowered the standard of truth.
The rich young ruler came to Jesus, but
he found the standard too high. Many
today would have reasoned, as Judas
did, that Jesus should have accepted this
promising young man into His group.
The young man was a commandment
keeper and willing to follow the Master.
Certainly, any changes that he needed to
make in his life could come after he
joined the disciples.

"When Jesus presented to the rich
young ruler the condition of discipleship,
Judas was displeased. He thought that a
mistake had been made. If such men as
this riller cou1d be connected with the
believers, they would help sustain
Christ's cause." The Desire ofAges, 719

How many of us wou1d have agreed
with Judas? But Jesus knew that associa-
tion with Him while still cherishing sin
wou1d only harden the heart. This was the
experience of Judas himself. Judas
"loved the Great Thacher, and desired to
be with Him. He felt a desire to be
changed in character and life, and he
hoped to experience this through con-
necting himselfwith Jesus.... But Judas
did not come to the point of surrendering
himself fUlly to Christ." Ibid., 717

Judas spent time in devotion with
Jesus. He heard Him preach His greatest
sermons. He joined Him in witnessing.

He wanted to be saved-but he did not
snrrender. And the longer he was with
Jesus, the more hardened he became
until he was ready to betray the Lord "
Himself. Thus it will be with all who
hope by a mere association with the
church to somehow change their unre-
newed heart. Thongh some are con-
verted after joining the church Gust as
one of Solomon's heathen wives became
converted), nevertheless, the total snr-
render of true conversion should come
before baptism, just as total commitment
should come before marriage. At bap-
tism, there may yet be many areas of
growth and maturity needed in one's
life, but the surrender needs to be
complete, and it needs to be evidenced
by the fruit of one's life. When "many"
came to John for baptism, he said to
those who came, "bear fruits worthy of
repentance." Matthew 3:8
"The accession of members who

have not been renewed in heart and
reformed in life is a source of weakness
to the church. This fact is often ignored
Some ministers and churches are so
desirous of securing an increase of num-
bers that they do not bear faithful testi-
mony against unchristian habits and
practices. Those who accept the truth are
not taught that they cannot safely be \
worldlings in conduct while they are
Christians in name. Heretofore they
were Satan's subjects; henceforth they
are to be subjects of Christ. The life must
testify to the change of leaders.

"Public opinion favors a profession
of Christianity. Little self-denial or self-
sacrifice is required in order to put on a
form of godliness and to have one's
name enrolled upon the church book.
Hence many join the churchwithout first
becoming united to Christ. In this Satan
triumphs. Such converts are his most
efficient agents. They serve as decoys to
other souls. They are false lights, luring
the unwary to perdition. It is in vain that
men seek to make the Christian's path
broad and pleasant for worldlings. God
has not smoothed or widened the
rugged, narrow way. If we wou1d enter
into life, we must follow the same path
which Jesus and His disciples trod-the
path of humility, self-denial, and sacri-
fice." Testimonies, vol. 5, 172

Extremism

While we must not lower the stand- .
ards of truth, we must not make religion \"
a matter of works. The works will be



Some had been bringing in false tests, and had
made their own ideas and notions a criterion,
magnifying matters of little importance into
tests of Christian fellowship
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evident before baptism, but the faith and
the power of God must be what is em-
phasized. Jesus said, "If you love Me,
keep My commandments," John 14:15.
The sinner must be brought to the cross
of Christ, and there surrender His heart
to a loving Saviour who gave His life for
his atonement. All that the Lord has
presented for our character development
is from a heart of love, and for our
present and eternal joy. Moreover, He
will give us the power to make these
needed changes in our character that
accompany the new birth.

Not only must we not become works
oriented, which is a self-centered re-
ligion, but we must guard against fanati-
cism. Ellen White warned of "some
[who] had been bringing in false tests,
and hadmade their own ideas and notions
a criterion, magnifying matters of little
importance into tests of Christian fellow-
ship, and binding heavy burdens upon
others. Thus a spirit of criticism, fault-
finding, and dissension had come in,
which had been a great injury to the
church. And the impression was given to
unbelievers that SabbathkeepingAdvent-
ists were a set of fanatics and extremists,
and that their peculiar faith rendered
them unkind, uncourteous, and really un-
christian in character. Thus the course of
a few extremists prevented the influence
of the truth from reaching the people.

"Some were making the matter of
dress of first importance, criticizing arti-
cles of dress worn by others, and stand-
ing ready to condemn everyone who did
not exactly meet their ideas. A few con-
demned pictures, urging that they are
prohibited by the second commandment,
and that everything of this kind should
be destroyed.... There is a conscien-
tiousness that will carry everything to
extremes, and make Christian duties as
burdensome as the Jews made the obser-
vance of the Sabbath." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 318-319

There must be fruits before baptism,
but they must be fruits from the Lord,
not fruits of our own devising.

The Results of False Evangelism

When the church begins to empha-
size numbers, and develops programs
for numbers, and begins to make a great
parade of numbers, as David did when
he numbered Israel, unconverted minis-
) ters and leaders begin to evaluate their
, importance by this false standard and to
develop strategies for upward mobility

accordingly, much as a worldly busi-
nessman does with the economics of his
company. Baptisms, like profits in a
secular business, become the standard of
progress. Soon the unconverted policy
men who work the system are climbing
to the top, and unconvertedmembers are
filling the churches.

The result is inevitable. These un-
converted members begin to vote for
church officers, electing people who are
pleasing to themselves. They do not
"endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have
itching ears, ... heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside

to fables." 2 Timothy 4:3-4, 'Ibo often,
the preacher that preaches a straight
message is not tolerated by these uncon-
verted church members. When they
complain to the Conference, the faithful
pastors are accused of stirring up trouble
and find themselves assigned to small
and insignificant churches, while those
who continue to please the unconverted
are praised and elevated,
The influence of the unconverted

members does uot end here. Their chil-
dren are sent away to Adventist schools.
The schools, in tum, restructure their
educational program in order to hold
these students in school. Soon amuse-
ments and sports and lowered standards
for male-female interactions become
permissible, and even encouraged.
Joking and triviality take the place of
serious Christian deportment. In fact,
this downward trend continues until the
student who is seriously spiritual finds
himself completely out of place.
These students then choose various

careers. Some become pastors and
teachers and medical personnel, and are
hired by the various entities of the
,church, and thus the lukewarm condi-
tion of the church becomes rooted and
entrenched. These unconverted pastors
and teachers, who are now second

generation Adventists, have never
known any other kind of religion than
the lukewarm religion into which they
were born, and which they saw demon-
strated throughout their church and ed-
ucational experience. They do not even
know that they are lukewarm, but
believe that they are rich and increased
with spiritual goods. They now begin to
elect higher church officials and to
bring in new converts with the same
deficient experience they have.

As the numbers of these lukewarm
professors increase, those with a strong
faith in the Spirit of Prophecy and a
desire to see the church elevated to a
higher standard of experience are

thought to be critical and are not
tolerated. Persecution arises within the
church against this class. "I saw that
individuals would rise up against the
plain testimonies" of these concerned
individuals. '1\s Ahab inquired of Elijah,
M thou he that troubleth Israel?' they
are ready to look with suspicion and
doubt upon those who bear the plain
testimony, and like Ahab overlook the
wrong which made it necessary for re-
buke." Spiritual Gifts, vol. 2, 284

God has a message for the church
(see Revelation 3:14--22), but this mes-
sage and those who bear it will not be
tolerated by these lukewarm shepherds,
In the message for reform, empowered
by the efficiency of the Holy Spirit, they
see "only something which in their
blindness they think dangerous, some-
thing which will arouse their fears, and
they will brace themselves to resist it."
Review and Herald, vol. 2, 454. Thus
"the Spirit of God, which prompts to
reproOf, is trampled underfoot, while the
servants of Satan triumph." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 210-211. See ibid., 77, 209-211.
Thus it is that Satan seeks to gain control
of the church. And it all began with a
misplaced emphasis on numbers.

"Our ministering brethren make a
decided failure of doing their work in a
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Serious defects are seen in the characters of
some who join the church. Those who admit
them say, We will first get them into the church,
and then reform them. But this is a mistake

manner directed by the Lord. They fail to
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.
They have not gained an experience
through personal communion with God,
or a true knowledge of what constitutes
Christian character; therefore many are
baptiZed who have no fitness for this
sacred ordinance, but who are knit to self
and the world. They have not seen Christ
or received Him by faith." Evangelism,
319. Thus "Satan ... crowd[s] false
brethren into the church, through whom
he can work more successfully to weaken
the cause of God" Ibid., 313

"The enemy is watching for an op-
portunity to take God's standard from

the hands of His people, and place there
his own standard; but they discern it not.
... Only when the church is composed
of pure, unselfish members, can it fulfill
God's purpose. Too much hasty work is
done in adding names to the church roll.
Serious defects 3re seen in the characters
of some who join the church. Those who
admit them say, We will first get them
into the church, and then reform them.
But this is a mistake.... Do not allow

them to unite with people in
church relationship until they give de-
cided evidence that the Spirit ofGod is
working on their hearts.

"Many of those whose names are
registered on the church books are not
Christians.... They have not separated
themselves from selfishness and sin.
They have failed to study Christ's life of
self-denial and self-sacrifice." Review
andHerald, vol. 4, 301

"It is not our numbers nor our wealth
that will give us a signal victory; but it is
devotion to the work, moral courage,
ardent love for souls, and untiring, un-
flagging zeal." Testimonies, vol. 3, 404

It Is Time for a Change
"If you lower the standard in order to

secure popularity and an increase of num-
bers, and then make this increase a cause of
rejoicing, you show great blindness. Ifnum-
bers were evidence of success, Satan might
claim the pre-eminence; for in this world
his followers are largely in the majority.
It is the degree ofmoral power ... that is
a test of its prosperity. It is the virtue,

intelligence, and piety of the people com-
posing our churches, not their numbers,
that should be a source of joy and thank-
fulness." Testimonies, vol. 5, 31-32 ("

Would to God that all the world were
converted! But God forbid that a single
unconverted worldling should have his
name placed on the church roster. This
policy of emphasizing numbers has sep-
arated the church from her Maker. "The
smooth sermons so often preached make
no lasting impression. The trumpet does
not give a certain sound. Men are not cut
to the heart by the plain, sharp truths of
God's Word....

"It is not from love for their neighbor
that they smooth down the message en-
trusted to them, but because they are
self-indulgent and ease-loving. True hove
seeks first the honor of God and the
salvation of souls. Those who have this
love will not evade the truth to save
themselves from the unpleasant results
of plain-speaking. When souls are in
peril, they will not consider self, but will
speak the word given them to speak,
refusing to excuse or palliate eviL ...
God. cannot use men who in time of
peril, when the strength, courage, and
influence of all are needed, are afraid to
take a firm stand for the right." Review
and Herald, vol. 6, 358

May God revive the spirit of true
evangelism within the church, where
every member is being used by the Holy
Spirit to win souls, and where true con-
version, not mere numbers, is the evi-
dence of success. Ii!

....The LOrd'Hasa C()ntroversywith His People
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God's Plan for Education

Colin Standish) the founder ofHartlandlnsn. l",
tute, serves as its president.

Lord revealed to us that this school must (-'
not pattern after any schools that had _,
been established in the past. This was to
be a sample school. It was organized on
the plan that God had given us, and He
has prospered its work.

"I have been shown that in our
cational work we are not to follow the
methods that have been adopted in Our
older established schools." Ibid., 533
In reality, God has not left His

people in any doubt concenting true
Christian education. Throughout the
ages, model schools have been estab-
lished. These include the school estab-
lished in Eden, the educational system of
Moses, the schools of the prophets, the
educational principles employed by
Christ Himself, the schools of some of
the faithful during the Christian periOd,
including the Celtic schools, the schools
of the Waldenses, and the schools of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Two of
the Adventist schools were especially
designed after God's perfect pattern,
Avondale College as a denominational
school, and Madison College as a self-
supporting school.

MANY earnest supporters of Chris-
tian education are not a little sur-

prised to discover that Ellen White does
not talk of the blueprint of Christian
education. Those who are detractors
from the paradigm that God has provided
for authentic Christian education focus
upon this fact and use it to discredit those
who would seek God-given reforms in
education. So common has been the use
of the word "biueprint" in the past, that
many have assumed that it is the word
frequently used by Ellen White. Some
have been confused and not a little em-
barrassed when challenged to show
where Ellen White uses this term. But
there is' no need to be confused nor
silenced by those who have set them-
selves as enemies against God's authentic
plan ofChristian education.
Although Ellen White does not use

the term blueprint, she does use words
such as llpattem" and "model." Here are
a few examples:

"The system of education instituted
at the beginning of the world was to be
a model for man throughout all after-
time." Education, 20; all emphasis sup-
plied

"The Garden of Eden was a repre-
sentation ofwhat God desired the whole

earth to become, and it was His purpose
that, as the human family increased in
numbers, they should establish other
homes and schools like the one He had
given." Ibid., 22
"Under changed conditions, true edu-

cation is still conformed to the Creator's
plan, the plan of the Eden school. ...
"The great prinCiples of education

are unchanged. 'They stand fast forever
and ever' (pSalm 111:8); for they are the
principles of the character of God."
Ibid., 30
"If our institutions are what God

designs they should be, those connected
with them will not pattern after worldly
institutions. They will stand as peculiar,
governed and controlled by the Bible
standard." Fundamentals of Christian
Education, 502

"The Avondale school was estab-
lished, not to be like the schools of the
world, but, as God revealed, to be a
pattern school. And since it was to be a
pattern school, those in charge of it
should have perfected everything after
God's plan, discarding all that was not in
harmony with His will." Counsels to
Parents, TeaChers, and Students, 349

"When we were laboring to estabiish
the educational work in Australia, the
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The schools of the prophets were not to be an
eclectic representation of the apostasy that was
in Israel at the time of their establishment

One of the most disillusioning ex-
periences that I have had as a Christian
educator was at the 1976 North Ameri-! .,._'\ can Higher Education Convention, held
at Andrews University. At the time, I
was president of Columbia Union Col-
lege. In One of the meetings, in a con-
Clave-type setting involving only the
presidents of the various colleges and
universities, one president made a stri-
dent presentation. In this presentation he
denied that there was a blueprint for
Christian education. He expressed the
belief that our colleges should be ex-
pected to reflect the eclecticism found in
the church at large. He made it clear that
he did not believe that our colleges
should have the responsibility of the
spiritual destiny of the young people. He
said that this spiritual training should
have been given in the elementary, or at
latest, the secondary schools.
For one who believes unwaveringly

in the divine plan for Christian educa-
tion, hearing such a speech by one of our
college presidents was a shattering ex-
perience. But even more shattering was
the evident fact that, overwhelmingly,
the other presidents were favorably re-
sponsive to what this president had said.
Iwas alanned that there was no voice,

) of defense. Though I realized the likely
lack of support for what I would say, I
felt it necessary to make a stand for
God's principles. To my recollection, I
said something like this, '1\11 of us have
recognized belatedly that many of the
students coming to our colleges are defi-
cient in English and mathematic skills.
While it would have been much better if
we had been able to deal with this when
they were 8-year-olds, yet nevertheless,
we have not thought it mtimportant to do
everything we can in remedial classes to
improve the skills of our inconting stu-
dents. Likewise, it is my observation that
large numbers of our students are
ing into our colleges yet uncomntitted to
Christ and to His service. If any of you
presidents have colleges like ntine, you
will have something like 12 percent of
your student body who are not Seventh-
day Adventists and significant numbers
of others who, though Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, are having their first experience
in a Seventh-day Adventist school en-
vironment. Are we to stand back and do
nothing for the redemption of these

" young people? For most of these stu-
I\, ) dents, it will be the last opportunity that
'" they have to be significantly influenced

by an Adventist educational institution.n

Then I addressed the issue of the
pattern schools. I pointed out that the
schools of the prophets were not to be an
eclectic representation of the apostasy
that was in lsrael at the time of their
establishment. Ellen White has said,

schools were intended to serve as
abarrier against the wide-spreading cor-
ruption, to provide for the mental and
spiritual welfare of the youth, and to
promote the prosperity of the nation by
furnishing it with men qualified to act in
the fear of God as leaders and counsel-
lors. To this end, Samuel gathered com-
panies of young men who were pious,
intelligent, and studious." Education, 46
I continued: "Therefore, today Our

schools are established to educate our
young people so that they ntight bring
about wide-ranging reformation and re-
vival within God's remnant church, and
to educate that final generation who will
take the message of salvation to every
nook and cranny of this world." The
silence that contrasted so remarkably
with the response to the previous speaker

was mute testimony to the uneasiness
with which most of the presidents re-
sponded to my comments. After the
meeting, one president did corne and
thank me for what I had said. I responded
that it would have been helpful if he, too,
had raised his voice in the meeting.

It is essential that every Seventh-day
Adventist recognize that there are two
extremes of education in the world
today. This is not new, for Paul faced the
same situation. "For after that in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom
knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save. them
that believe. For the Jews require a sign,
and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but
we preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a stumbling block, and unto the
Greeks foolishness; but unto themwhich
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of
God. Because the foolishness of God is

wiser than men; and the weakness of
God is stronger than men." 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:21-25
"Let no man deceive himself. If any

man among you seemeth to be wise in
this world, let him become a fool, that he
may be wise. For the wisdom of this
world is foolishness with God. For it is
written, He taketh the wise in their own
craftiness." 1 Corinthians 3:1&-19
The world in Paul's day, while donti-

nated by the military power of Rome,
was still entranced by the culture and
education of Greece. Even strict laws
failed to stop the elite of Rome from
sending their young to be educated at the
feet of the famous Greek teachers and
philosophers. Thus, Greece still ruled
the minds of man. It was not surpriSing,
then, that Paul's converts in the busy
trading center of Corinth had great diffi-
culty drawing away from belief in the
superiority of Greek education. Even the
Jewish converts, who had placed such
store upon the rabbinical schools, found
it hard to adapt to the simplicity of the

gospel of Jesus Christ. But Paul, for all
his scholarly training, realized that much
of this education would have to be un-
learned in the school of Christ before he
could be the powerful apostle to the
Gentiles. For he understood that "the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God." 1 Corinthians 3:19

In contemporary times we face a sit-
uation not too different from that of
Paul's day. Many of us have, at least
partially, been educated in the schools of
the world. We have all too often gained a
certain intellectual euphoria, that we,
from humble beginnings in a small dis-
tinctive church, have been able to com-
pete more than equally with the scholars
of the world. We must confess that we
have seen the honored institutions of the
world, the Harvards, the Oxfords, the
Heidelbergs, as the standards by which
all others, including our own schools and
colleges, must be measured. But In so
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The great controversy between Christ and
Satan is not the battle between truth and error,
or good and evil; but the battle between pure
truth and goodness on the one hand, and truth
mixed with error on the other.

doing, we have dishonored God. We have
inevitably settled for mediocrity, and we
have been a mute witness to the world of
our faithlessness and our lack of trust in
God's way. The choice is a simple one:
we either choose what the world calls
wisdom, but which God calls foolishness;
or we choose what the world views as
foolishness, but which God calls wisdom.
Too often we have chosen the former
over the latter. We must first recognize
that there is much that is true and much
that is good in secular education, but it is
this very attractiveness that makes it so
dangerous. Oftenwe forget that the great
controversy between Christ and Satan is
not the battle between truth and error, or
good and evil; but the battle between

pure truth and goodness on the one hand,
and truth mixed with error on the other.

The forbidden tree in Eden was a
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
God gave to our first parents an unadul-
terated education, consisting Only of
divine truth. "In His interest for His
children, our heavenly Father per-
sonally directed their education. Often
they were visited by His messengers,
the holy angels, and from them received
counsel and instruction. Often as they
walked in the garden in the cool of the
day they heard the voice of God, and
face to face held communion with the
Eternal." Ibid., 21

Satan ensnared Eve by a mixture of
truth and error. The truth was that she
would know much more about evil once
she took the step of disobedience. The
errOr was that she would not die. "Satan
desired to make it appear that this knowl-
edge of good mingled with evil would be
a blessing, and that in forbidding them to
take of the fruit of the tree, God was
withholding great gOOd." Ibid., 24

Ever since the first deception, Satan
has interwoven truth with error in his
efforts to deceive man. In a sense, he has
an enormous advantage over a "God that
cannot lie" (Titus 1:2), for he can em-

22 Our Firm Foundation May 1990

ploy an infinite mixture of truth and
errOr in order to deceive and woo. Thus,
only those who know the truth of God's
Word in their mind and life can perceive
his assaults. Just as a glass of pure water
is poisoned by one drop of strychnine,
so the minutest trace of error destroys
the truth of God.

Perhaps the most dangerous com-
ment in our church today is "There's a
lot of truth in it," for by clear implication
there is some error, and this fact should
alert us that such is the message of Satan.
God allows no compromise with the
world. He requires that the children of
His people receive an altogether differ-
ent education from that of the world, an
education fit for the princes and prin-

cesses of the kingdom of God. This
education recognizes no teaching that is
not founded upon consistency with the
eternal principles of His Word. It recog-
nizes that God, through the Holy Spirit,
is the real Teacher. "But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things." John 14:26

Humanism and secularism are cur-
rently invading the educational systems
of the world. Much, especially of
humanism, has seemed very attractive,
even to some Christian educators, be-
cause of its emphasis upon love and
human worth. Bul at its source it is
satanic, because it is man-centered and
not God-centered, and therefore destined
to lead the learned to lean upon the arm of
flesh, rather than to develop a simple,
trusting relationship with God. It ulti-
mately leada to an empty pride in human
accomplishment, which in the end is
destructive of self-worth. True education
acknowledges that there is no goodness
in ourselves, but that God has valued us
as of infinite worth. This worth is unlike
the empty pride of human accomplish-
ments, which can vary according to our
"success" or "failure." God-given self-
worth is not dependent upon what we can

do, but is an acknowledgment of what
God has done for US through His Son
Jesus Christ. t'"

Whereas most educational systems \ '
are built upon materialistic goals such as .
possessions, property, power, praise,
prestige, popularity, and pride, Christian
education allows no such egocentricmoti-
vation. It is a tragic fact that many Chris-
tian parents are firing their children with
unholy ambitions little different from
those of the worldling, and in so doing
they are frustrating the ministry of the
Holy Spirit in their children's lives, and
are placing them in danger of eternal loss.

The Word of God allows but three
valid goals for true education. It will be
noted that none of these is egocentric;
rather, they are designed to prepare a
generation of youth to take up the final
challenge to proclaim to a world in
desperate need the love, the power, and
the SOOn coming of our Lord. Such
young people will see the glory of the
Lord and the salvation of lost humanity
as their all-consuming passion. These
three goals follow:

1. To give our children and youth
a thorough knOWledge and under-
standing of God and His Word-In an
age where "darkness shall cover the {
earth, and gross darkness the people" ,
(Isaiah 60:2), the glory of God's truth
needs to be in the minds and hearts of
His people. The primacy of implanting
the Word of God in the mind is empha-
sized by Paul: "So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of
God." Romans 10:17. There can be no
thorough work of conversion in the life
unless there is knowledge of the true
character of our God and a clear under-
standing of His truth for mankind.

2. To lead our children and yonth
to the complete surrender of their
lives to the will of Jesus-We cannot
force one soul to surrender to Christ, for
the very nature of surrender requires a
volitional choice, and force is inimical to
the love of God. It is the privilege,
however, of every parent and teacher to
make the claims of Christ upon the life
of the children and youth as effective
and meaningful as possible. Thus Paul
counsels, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord." Ephesians 6:4

3. To educate our children and l'
youth in service for God and man-
Once the love of God is received into the
life, that love cries out for expression.



It is notable that God-planned education has
always been centered upon useful and
productive labor

Christian growth is predicated upon a
meaningful prayer life, a continuing
study of God's Word, and the witness of
the message of God inwords and deeds.
The newiy received Christian experience
of the youth will soon wither and die if
the avenue of expression is not made
possible. The Christian is born for ser-
vanthood. Aiming to see our youth par-
ticipate in the greatest and most signifi-
cant adventure ever entrusted to man,
how much care we should give to their
daily training in service!

No education is complete unless it
follows the perfectly balanced concept
that God has provided for us. Ellen White
frequently deals with the three-fold edu-
cation of God's children-physical, intel-
lectual, and spiritual. ''It is the harmonious
development of the the
and the spiritual powers." lbid., 13

"Wherever we turn, in the
the or the spiritual realm; in
whatever we behold, apart from the
blight of sin, this knOWledge is re-
vealed." Ibid., 14
"The effect of such communion on

body and mind and soul is beyond esti-
mate." Ibid.

"When Adam came from the Crea-
/" tor's hand, he bore, in his

t, mental, and spiritual nature, a likeness
to his Maker." lbid., 15

"Th restore in man the image of his
Maker, to bring him back to the perfec-
tion in which he was created, to promote
the development of body, mind, and

that the divine purpose in his crea-
tion might be realized-this was to be
the work of redemption. This is the
object of education, the great object of
life." lbid., 15-16

"Useful occupation was appointed
them as a blessing, to strengthen the
body, to expand the mind, and to
develop the characte]:" lbid., 21

The purpose of Christian education
is to maximize the healthy growth of the
total man. Thus, God-centered education
provides an education which carefully
nurtures the development of the body,
the mind, and the soul. For centuries man
considered the development of the. mind
the focus of education. More recently,
education has been expanded to include
physical education, but God's education
program is not complete until the spir-
itual dimension is carefully nurtured.
Indeed, the spiritual education becomes
the center around which all other educa-
tion revolves. I must hasten to add that
Satan has a counterfeit to God's bal-

anced education. Concepts of wholistic
(holistic) education are proliferating
with great rapidity, but such education is
usually Satan's counterfeit.

Counterfeit 1. The Physical

a. Competitive games and sports
b. Martial arts of the East
c. Spiritualistic exercises of the East,
such as yoga

Counterfeit 2. The Intellectual

a. Humanistic principles
b. Mind-control programs
c. Hypnotic and biofeedback training
d. Encounter and sensitivity groups

Counterfeit 3. The Spiritual

a. Aesthetic training
b. Eastern meditation
c. Mysticism and spiritism
d. The charismatic movement

What, then, is the authentic physical,
intellectual, and spiritual education that
God provides for His children? The edu-
cation that God gave to unfallen man in
the Garden of Eden is the basis of educa-
tion for the children of God's people
today.

The basis of physical development
has always been useful labor, with a
special emphasis upon agriculture.

Though today we have a diminished in-
terest in agriculture as an occupation, due
largely to the massive consolidation of
properties, precipitated by mechaniza-
tion, yet there is a growing movement
away from the cities. This exodus should
be ofspecial significance to Adventists as
they seek to locate outside of the cities,
while close enough to witness to the
needs of the city dwellers. Education in
agriculture is valuable, however, for
more than physical development: "Use-
ful occupation was appointed them

[Adam and Eve] as a blessing, to
strengthen the body, to expand the mind,
and to develop the character."Education,
21. It is notable that God-planned educa-
tion has always been centered upon use-
ful and productive labor, never upon
sports nor amusements. This plan was
followed in the schools of the prophets. It
was followed in the post-exilic schools of
Judea. A useful labor program does not
deny the vital place of other forms of
noncompetitive recreation. There is a
need for a change of pace and location
every now and again. Such natural rec-
reation will enhance the spiritual ministry
of the participants.

The intellectual training of the dwell-
erS in Eden was highly scientific. What a
wonder to learn from the Creator Him-
self the great truths of the universe!
There was no need for theories nor hy-
potheses; no necessity to speCUlate, for
the Author of science was their Teacher.
We can deduce from Inspiration that our
first parents studied botany, geology,
astronomy, earth sciences, oceanogra-
phy, zoology, and physics. See ibid., 20

Above all, tbe center of this educa-
tion was the knowledge of God, of His
character, of His love, and of His great-
ness and power. Not only did the spir-
itual life of Adsm and Eve center upon
direct communion with Jesus and the
angelS, but they also recognized that a
special day for spiritual revival was es-
sential for man's upward progress. ''And

God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
tified it." Genesis 2:3. Today we no
longer have direct face-to-face commun-
ion with God, but we still have the
revelation of Him in the sacred Scrip-
tures, and in their study we have the
same opportunity for spiritual growth in
the pathway of Christlikeness.

When Adsm came from the hand of
the Creator he was perfect, but immature.
In like manner, when we receive the
perfection of Christ, we are most imma-
ture, but as we grow in sanctification we
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"advance from one stage of perfection
to another." My Life Today, 250. 1b
translate the principles of a balanced
education into the education and train-
ing of our children, parents and teachers
must intelligently and purposefully de-
sign daily programs from infancy for
children and youth to expand and
develop their physical, intel1ectual, and
spiritual resources. These programs will
COmmence with modeling by parents
and teachers of God's program of
physical, intel1ectual, and spiritual
development. Children are master mim-
ics and are far more likely to follow
what parents do than what they teach.
They need to daily witness the fulfill-
ment of a God-given lifestyle. This ex-
ample is in such contrast to that of the
world, that parents and teachers will
have to redouble their efforts for it to be
effective in the child's life. As Soon as
possible, the child's understanding of
the benefits of such a lifestyle should be
intel1igently and attractively fostered. A
balanced education should be a lifetime
commitment, for each facet of man will
continualIy strengthen and enhance the
others. A strong physical constitution
strengthens intellectual and spiritual
growth for service. An active, expand-
ing mind allows more intelligent ap-
proaches to physical development and
spiritual ministry. A daily communion
with God obtains the power for Victory
in the physical sphere and a profitable
direction in intel1ectual expansion.

Careful planning is needed, so that our
children can daily learn practical physical
skills, particularly in the out-of-doors
where they are encouraged to study les-
sons reflecting the God-centered knowl-
edge of the world of nature; they need
daily to study and memorize God's Word,
and they need to gain practical experience
in presenting these truths to others. How
priVileged are the children who have such
an education, and what opportunities the
Holy Spirit has to convict and empower
them for their mission! II

HE who with sincere and teachable
spirit studies God's Word, seeking to
comptehend its truths, will be brought
into touch with its Author, and, except
by his own choice, there is no limit to
the possibilities ofhis development.

Signs of the TImes, vol. 4, 429
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Health Work
from page 7

suffering. Thus they will be true medical
missionaries for God." Medical Minis-
try, 328

The medical missionary work is not
only essential to the doing and the fin-
ishing of the Lord's work, but it will also
have great practical value for each one of
us the closer we come to the end. See
"The Final Work," Our Firm Founda-
tion, October 1989

':As religious aggression subverts the
liberties of our nation, those who would
stand for freedom of conscience will be
placed in unfavorable positions. For
their own sake, they should, while they
have opportunity, become intelligent in
regard to disease, its causes, prevention,
and cure. And those who do this will
find a field oOabor anywhere. Therewill
be suffering ones, plenty of them, who
will need help, not only among those of
our own faith, but largely among those
who know not the truth." Counsels on
Health, 506

A knowledge of and adherence to
heaven's health principles will prevent
the majority of our present illnesses.
They are also essential in enabling us to
appreciate and understand spiritual
truth.
"Eating, drinking, and dressing all

have a direct bearing upon our spiritual
advancemen!/' Counsels on Diet and
Foods,57

':Anything that lessens physical
strength enfeebles the mind, and makes
it less capable of discriminating between
right and wrong. We become less
capable of choosing the good, and have
less strength of will to do that which we
know to be right." Ibid., 48-49

Without obedience to the laws of
health it is impossible to have power
over sin-to experience sanctification.
"The controlling power of appetite

will prove the ruin of thousands, when,
if they had conquered on this point, they
would have had moral power to gain the
victory over every other temptation of
Satan. But those who are slaves to ap-
petite will fail in perfecting Christian
character." Testimonies, vol. 3, 491-492

"This is true sanctification. It is not
merely a theory, an emotion, or a form of
words, but a liVing, active principle,
entering into the everyday life. It re-
qUires that our habits ofeating, drinking,
and dressing be such as to secure the
preservation of physical, mental, and
moral health, that we may present to the

Lord our bodies-not an offering cor-
rupted by wrong habits, but 'a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.' " r'·Counsels on Diet andFoods, 57-58 I

Disobedience closed Eden's doors to
fallen man. Only obedience will reopen
those doors. Physical, as well as spir-
itual, health are dependent upon obe-
dience to the Creator's natural andmoral
laws. Heaven's health service utilizes, as
needed, all remedies that are in harmony
with those divine laws. In God's health
work, emphasis will always be placed on
the true remedies that give lasting re-
sults. Mirtistry to needy souls will be
successful ortiy as they learn that tem-
poral and spiritual health is the result of
a life in harmony with the Creator. Ortiy
those who by personal obedience to
Heaven's laws, as well as to Heaven's
directives in how to do God's health
work, can communicate this message of
obedience. Health work done other than
in obedience to God's plans is not His
health work. Only by doing the Lord's
work can we ever hope to finish that
work. It requires faith to do a work
contrary to human methods and plans.
Only as we do it right in God's eyes can
we be accounted as right-doers Or right-
eous. To obey by divine grace God's
plans for His health work is an essential \
portion of righteousness by faith. Only .
as we step forward in trust to put on the
armor of faith will the way to do the
Lord's work open before us.
"God has His workmen in every age.

The call of the hour is answered by the
human agencies. Thus it will be when
the divine voice cries, 'Whom shall I
send? and who will go for us?' The
response will come, 'Here am I, send
me.' The Lord imparts a fitness for the
work to every man and woman who will
co-operate with divine power. A great
work is to be done in our WOrld, and
human agencies will surely respond to
the demand. And all the requisite talent,
courage, perseverance, faith, and tact
will come as they put the armor on. The
world must hear the warning. When the
call comes, 'Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?' send back the
answer, clear and distinct, 'Here am I;
send me.' "Ellen G. White Pamphlets in
the Concordance, vol. 1, 28

This will be the response of every
sincere member of God's remnant
people.•



Plan,
for the

Publishing
Work

BEFORE Martin Luther nailed his
95 theses to the church door, God

had already prepared for the Reforma-
tion by the invention of the printing
press. Bibles, previously found only in
the monasteries, chained to altars, now
became accessible to the people in their
own languages. Luther's writings were
printed and spread allover Europe and
England. TYndale, who translated the
Bible into English, was burned at the
stake. Tyndale stated that a plowboy
would know more about the Word of
God than the clergy of his day, and his
prophecy came true. The printing press
revolutionized the world; and the Refor-
mation spread like a prairie fire before
the wind throughout Europe, England,
and finally to the whole world, because
of the printed page.
God instructed the pioneers of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church through
the inspired testimony of Ellen White to
establish publishing howes atouno the
world, Theptinted page Was to be a
sword in the handS of God's remnant
people in the final generation. T!)e "'oice
ofGod comes to us through I:Iis last-day
prophet:

"Our publishing \York was
lished by the direction ofGod and under

oHis.special superviSion, Itwas.designed
to, .accomplisha specific 'purpose,

Seventh-day Adventists have been
chosen by God as a peculiar people,
separate from the world. By the great
cleaver of truth He has cut them out from
the quarry of the world and brought them
into connection with Himself. He has
made them His representatives and has
called them to be ambassadors for Him in
the last work of salvation. The greatest
wealth of truth ever entrusted to mortals,
the most solemn and fearful warnings
ever sent by God to man, have been
committed to them to be given to the
WOrld; and in the accomplishment of this
work our pUblishing houses are among
the most effective agencies." The Pub-
lishingMinistry, 41-42

Again the prophet of the Lord
speaks to us in 1990:

"The great and wonderful work of
the last gospel message is to be carried
on now as it has never been before. The
world is to receive the light of truth
through an evangelizing ministry of the
Word in our books and periodicals. Our
publications ate to show that the end of
all things is at hand. 1ambidden to say to
our pUblishing houses: 'Lift up the
standard; lift it up higher, Pmclaim the
third angel'S message, that it may be
heard by all the world. Let it be seen that

are they that keep the command-
o ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."

!Ron Spear f

Revelation 14:12. Let our literature give
the message as a witness to all the
world.' n Ibid., 61

The books The Great Controversy,
Patriarchs and Prophets, The Desire of
Ages, Christ's Object Lessons, and The
Ministry of Healmg, should be spread
around the world in every language. God
speaks to leaders, pastors, and laymen in
this final crisis hour:

"1 thank my heavenly Father for the
interest that my brethren and sisters have
taken in the circulation ofChrist's Object
Lessons. By the sale of this book great
good has been accomplished, and the
work should be continued. But the efforts
of our people should not be confined to
this one book. The work of the Lord
includes more than one line of service.
Christ's Object Lessons is to live and do
its appointed work, but not all the
thought and effort ofGod's people are to
be given to its circulation. The larger
books, Patriarchs and Prophets, The
Great Controversy, and The Desire of
Ages, should be sold everywhere. These
books contain truth for this
that is to be proclaimed in all parts of the
world. Nothing is to hInder their sale."
Colporteur Ministry, 124
"The warning message is to be car-

ried to all parts of the world. Our books
are to be published in many different
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We need to seriously consider the Lord's
assessment of our a course, and ask ourselves,
"What would God write of our publishing
efforts today?"

languages. With these books, humble,
faithful men are to go forth as colporteur
evangelists, bearing the truth to many
who otherwise would never be enlight-
ened." Ibid., 120

The pUblishing work is to carry the
third and fourth angels' messages in the
loud cry.

"Let it never be forgotten that these
institutions [our pUblishing houses] are
to co-operate with the ministry of the
delegates of heaven. They are among the
agencies represented by the angel flying
(in the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his
jUdgment is come.' Revelation 14:6--7."
Testimonies, vol. 7, 139-140
What a solemn responsibility God

has placed upon our pUblishing houses
and our leaders at the end of time.
Leaders of institutions, brothers and sis-
ters, we have come to that moment which
all earth and heaven have longed to see.
The end is upon us and yet the church is
now as ill-prepared for the Second Com-
ing as it was for the first coming.
As we review our publishing work in

1990, we must confess that God's com-
mand to print these books in all lan-
guages and scatter them like the leaves
of autumn has not been heeded. The
majority of books now being printed are
storybooks and books devised by the
minds of men, same ofwhich are teach-
ing error and holding forth the hellish
torch of Satan. A disappointingly small
number of the inspired books of Ellen
White are being printed and sold today.
The prices for the large COlporteur edi-
tions of her books have been so high that
only a few are able to purchase them,
and even of the comparative few that 3re
sold a high percentage are repossessed
by the colporteurs when the purchaser
refuses, or simply cannot afford, to pay.
In 1982, we had about 1,600 colporteurs
in the North American Division. Today,
only about half that number remain, and
only a small fraction of those are quali-
fying for full benefits. What a tragedy!

God instructs us:
"Our workers should now be en-

couraged to give their first attention to
books that deal with the evidences ofour
faith-books that teach the doctrines of
the Bible and tbat will prepare a people
to stand in the trying times before us.
Having brought a people to the enlight-

enment of the truth by prayerful labor in
Bible instruction, and through a wise use
of our pUblications, we are to teach them
to become laborers in Word and doc-
trine. We are to encourage them to scat-
ter the books that deal with Bible sub-
jects-books the teachings ofwhichwill
prepare a people to stand, having their
loins girded with truth and their lamps
burning." ColporteurMinistry, 121-122

God planned to blanket the world
with the three angels' messages through
the printed page. He was ready in 1888,
but our presseswere printing other mate-
rials. Today, our pUblishing work has a
tremendous dollar volume because of the
prices of our books, but we are getting
into fewer homes than in 1948. Again,
Our presses are involvedwith the printing
of storybooks, but the literature and tbe
books that God designed are not going to
the world like the leaves of autumn.
"The night of trial is nearly spent.

Satan is bringing in his masterly power
because he knoweth that his time is
short. The chastisement of God is upon
the world to call all who know the truth
to hide in the cleft of the Rock and view
the glory of God. The truth must not be
mulled now. Plain statements must be
made. Unvarnished truth must be
spoken, in leaflets and pamphlets, and
these must be scattered like the leaves of
autumn." Testimonies, vol. 9, 230-231

.
There was a time, nearly One hun-

dred years ago, when men allowed other
interests to blind their eyes to the value
of God's special message to the world.
We need to seriously consider the Lord's
assessment of such a course, and ask
ourselves, "What would God write of
our publishing efforts tOday?"

"Just at this point his satanic majesty
was in the management of my books
published at the Review and Herald of-
fice. Those at the head of the pUblishing
work there would handle neither The
Great Controversy nor Patriarchs and
Prophets, the very books God had sig-

nified the people must have at once.
They promised me faithfully that after
certain months they would handle these
books, but they failed to keep their
word. When The Great Controversy
should have been circulated everywhere,
it was lying dead in the Review and
Herald office and Pacific Press." Letter
35,1899

The tragedy that has and is taking
place in our publishing house is the
result of disregarding the will of God
revealed through the Spirit of Prophecy.
"Satan is ... constantly pressing in

the spurious-to lead away from the
truth. The very last deception of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God....

"There will be a hatred kindled
against the Testimonies which is satanic.
The workings of Satanwill be to unsettle
the faith of the churches in them, for this
reason: Satan cannot have so clear a
track to bring in his deceptions and bind
up souls in his delusions if the warnings
and reproofs and counsels of the Spirit
of God are heeded." Selected Messages,
book 1, 48

"Is it so that if, when the testimonies
come to our brethren, they harmonize
with their ideas and plans, they are confi-
dent that they are of God; but that if,
wben they come, they do not harmonize
with their cherished plans, they regard

them as of no special value? If this is so,
how can the message I bear fulfill tbe
purpose for which it is sent? What power
to help is there in the message I bear if
when leading men receive from me a
communication that cuts across their
plans, they have so little faith in tbe
testimonies as to say that I have been
influenced by my son, Or by some mem-
ber of my famHy, or by someone else
nigh or afar off?"Battle CreekLetters, 43
"The sin of ancient Israel was in

disregarding the expressed will of God;
and following their own way according ",",,,
to the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
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Why do we not give greater effort to
circulating the books that point out Satan's
plans to counterwork the work of God, that
uncover his plans and point out his deceptions?

Modem Israel are fast following in their
footsteps, and the displeasure Df the
Lord is as surely resting upon them."

r .....,Testimonies, vol. 5, 94
. "The wDrk is really retrograding in-
stead Df advancing as GDd designs it
shDuld.... We should consider what
might have been done had every worker
consecrated himself ... to God as he
should have dDne." Ibid., VDl. 6, 420

"The Lord has shown me that men in
responsible positions are standing
directly in the way of His work because
they think the work must be done and
the blessing must come in a certain way.
... When men shall cease tD place them-
selves in the way, GDd will wDrk amDng
us as never befDre." Ibid., vDI. 5, 726
"God calls for a revival and a refor-

mation. The 'regular lines' have not
dDne the work which GDd desires tD see
accDmplished." Spalding-Magan's Un-
published Manuscript Testimonies of
Ellen G. White, 175

What tragedy that we have neg-
lected, yes, even disregarded the counsel
Df God! The Spirit Df Prophecy bDDks,
which, according to GDd's cDmmand,
are tD gD tD all the world in all languages
and in economical bindings, must nOW
be published and sent Dut like the leaves
lDf autumn. Our publishing hDuses
.Iaround the world are nDt dDing this; will
God nDW be fDrced tD ask Dthers tD dD
this important work? Already laymen
are taking up this great challenge; from
Arizona, Michigan, Alabama,
tDn, Europe, and many Dther places the
printed page is nDW gDing arDund the
wDrld. But many times, laymen whD are
carrying Dn this impDrtant wDrk are con-
demned and ridiculed fDr dDing this
work. "YDu are spDiling the publishing
work for the colporteurs," is the cry.

we were in camp meet-
ings and in large meetings in Dur
churches, where the ministers presented
clearly the perils Df the times in which
we live and the great importance of
making haste in the circulation of our
literature. In respDnse tD these appeals
the brethren and sisters came forward
and purchased many bDDks. Some tDok a
few, and SDme purchased large quanti-
ties. Most of the purchasers paid fDr the
bODks they toDk. A few arranged to pay
afterward." Testimonies, vDl. 9, 71-72
God says, "Forbid them not." Ibid.,

72. Again, we listen tD Ellen White;

U'·· . "Elder Haskell was presenting strong
reasons why the bDDks which contain
the knowledge that has been cDmmuni-

cated tD Sister White--the bDDks con-
taining the special message tD CDme tD
the wDrld at this present time-shDuld
be mDre freely circulated. 'Why,' he
inquired, 'dD nDt Dur peDple appreciate
and circulate mDre widely the bDOks
bearing the divine credentials? Why is
nDt a specialty made Df the bODks con-
taining the warnings regarding Satan's
work? Why dD we nDt give greater effDrt
tD circulating the bDDks that pDint out
Satan's plans tD counterwDrk the wDrk
Df God, that unCDver his plans and pDint
DUt his deceptiDns? The moral evils of
his deceptions are tD be removed by
Dpening the eyes Df the peDple SD that

they shall discern the situatiDn and the
dangers Df Dur times; so that they shall
make diligent effDrt to lay hDld by faith
upon Christ and His righteousness.'

messenger from heaven stood in
Dur midst, and he spDke wDrds Df warn-
ing and instruction. He made ill> clearly
understand that the gDspel Df the king-
dDm is the message for which the world
is perishing and that this message, as
contained in Dur publicatiDns already in
print and thDse yet tD be issued, ShDUld
be circulated amDng the people whD are
nigh and afar Dff." Ibid., 67
Friends, the end is coming-only a

mDment Df time yet remains. GDd speaks
tD us in 1990:

"We are standing upon the threshDid
Dfgreat and solemn events. PrDphecies are
'fulfilling. Strange, eventful histDry is
being recorded in the books Df heaven.
Everything in Dur world is in agitatiDn.
There are wars and rumDrs Df wars. The
natiDns are angry, and the time Df the dead
has come, that they ShDuld be judged.
Events are changing tD bring abDut the
day DfGod, which hasteth greatly. Only a
moment of time, as it were, yet remains.
But while already natiDn is rising against
natiDn, and kingdDm against kingdDm,
there is nDt nOW a general engagement. As
yet the fDur winds are held until the
servants Df God shall be sealed in their

fDreheads. Then the pDwers Df earth will
marshal their forces fDr the last great .
battle." Ibid., vol. 6, 14

The last mDvements will be rapid
ones. The Lord will nDw cut short His
work in righteousness. See Testimonies,
vDl. 9, 11; RDmans 9:28. ThDusands Df
cities will SODn be destroyed and mil-
liDns Df sDuls will SDDn perish in their
sins. See Evangelism, 25-31

"We are nearing the great and final
conflict. Every advance mDve made nDw
must be made with increasing effDrt; fDr
Satan is wDrking with all pDwertD in-
crease the difficulties in Dur way. He
wDrks with all deceivableness Df un-

righteousness tD secure the sDuls Dfmen.
r am charged to say to ministers Df the
gospel and tD Dur missiDnary physicians,
GD fDrward. The work tD be dDne calls
fDr self-sacrifice at every step, but gD
fDrward.
"We have no time to lose. The end is

near. The passage frDm place tD place tD
spread the truth will soon be hedged with
dangers on the right hand and Dn the left.
Everything will be placed tD Dbstruct the
way Df the Lord's messengers, so that
they will nDt be able tD dD that which it is
pDssible for them tD dD nDW. We must
IDDk Dur work fairly in the face, and
advance as fast as pDssible in aggressive
warfare."Evangelism, 30--31

Where are the wDrkers and the col-
porteurs whD are cDmmissiDned to gD
from hDuse to hDuse with Dur bDDks and
literature? GDd challenges Dur publish-
ing hDuses to discDntinue printing StDry-
bDDks and Dther bDDks that are nDt based
Dn the fDundatiDn of the Scriptures and
the Spirit Df Prophecy. May The Great
Controversy, The Desire ofAges, Patri-
archs and Prophets, Christ's Object
Lessons, and The Ministry ofHealing be
printed in every language and sent Dut tD
the world nDW like the leaves Dfautumn.
MilliDns Df dDllars are nDW needed fDr
the great challenge. May GDd help us is
Durprayer. Ii
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Depicted (cQunterclocklvise) in the Ulustra-
rion above areEllen TVhite;, Dr. Kellogg, W C.
White, A. T. Jones, and A. G. Dante/ls; the
Battle Creek Tabernacle (scene Of tbe 19011
General Conference),. and --.
Battle Creek Sanitarium' complete'the scene.

many associated enterprises; their fear
was that the problems they then faced
would remain--or worsen. The diffi-
culty, of course, was that different ones ('
held to different ideas of where and how
this desired stability was to be found.

Allowing for minor exceptions, it is
safe to say that a serious division existed
within the highest levels of church
leadership. A. G. Daniells, W. C. White,
and W. W. Prescott formed the core of
one pole, while J. H. Kellogg, A. T.
Jones, and (to a iesser extent) E. J. Wag-
goner formed the other. Although often
well hidden from casual observers, deep
issues divided the two camps, and
though open conflict was uncommon,
the lesser lights ofAdventist administra-
tive circles naturally tended to gravitate
toward one or the other of the two.
After nearly two years' experience

with the new constitution adopted in
1901, two areas of special concern had
attracted attention: ownership ofAdvent-
ist institutions, and the election of the
General Conference officers. A third con-
cem--of a somewhat different nature-
rested most heavily on Ellen White.

Writing to Judge Jesse Arthur in mid-
January of 1903, she says: "The result of
the last [1901] General Conference has
been the greatest, the most terrible, sor-
row ofmy life. No changewas made. The
spirit that should have been brought into
the whole work as the result of that
meeting was not brought in because men
did not receive the testimonies of the
Spirit of God. As they went to their
several fields of labor, they did not walk
'i.n the light that the Lord had flashed
upon their pathway, but carried into their
work the wrong principles that had been
prevailing in the work at Battle Creek.
"The Lord has marked every move-

ment made by the leading men in our
institutions and Conferences. It is a per-
ilous thing to reject the light that God
sends.nl

This statement has been the object of
widely varying interpretation, and so
reqUires careful note. There are those
who have used these words of Ellen
White to "prove" that the Gelieral Con-
ference session of 1901 accomplished
nothing. Worse yet, they say, the ,apes-

tive Committee. It is not difficult to
understand, then, the urgency Some felt
that matters at the head of the work
should be made more secure.

A Time ofChange, P;u1 Three

THE General Conference session of
1903 was held in the city of Oak-

land, California. Many; especially those
in the higher echelons of Adventist
leadership, looked fOrWard to thesemeet-
ings with a mi){tme Of fear and hope.
Their hope was that Same way might be
found to bring'Stability. into the working
arrangemelits of the denomination and its

Dave Fiedler

As the new year began in 1903,
church leaders had much to reflect back
on. Major changes in the denomina-

s structure had been made less than
two years befOl'e, and the last twelve
months had witnessed the destruction Of
the tWo largest Adventist illstitutions.
Though largely hidden from the view of
rank-and_jile membership, there 'were
also serious corttentiorLS over pantheism
,andjinancial policy. Perhaps the mOSt
threatenillg, however, was Dr. Kellogg's
nan'owly avoided attempt/a take Con-
trol Of the General Conference Execu"
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Don't be deceived; recognize the fact.
Ownership always means control; and when
you say that ownership doesn't mean control,
you don't know what you are talking about

I,
I:'

tasy within denominational leadership
was growing.

Others, no doubt equally sincere,
have contended that this passage finds
proper application exclusively to the
case of Dr. Kellogg and those siding
with him. That the good doctor had not
profited as he might have from the ex-
perience of the 1901 General Confer-
ence session is beyond controversy.
Ellen White leaves no question on this
point as she writes to Elder Daniells in
September 1902:

"I am much worried about Dr. Kel-
logg. In many respects, his course is not
pleasing the Lord. It seems to be so easy
for him to drift away from foundation
principles. He is in great danger of not
holding the beginning of his confidence
steadfast unto the end.

"My brother, I wish to write a few
words to you confidentially in regard to
the Doctor; Do not let him beguile you by
his statements. Some may be true; some
are not true. He may suppose that all his
assertions are true; but you should neither
think that they are, nor encourage him to
believe that he is right. I know that he is
not in harmony with the Lord.'''

Though the human race seems ever
, so slow to realize the fact, no amount of
, blame on one party is sufficient to prove
another party blameless. The letter to
Judge Arthur speaks of"the leading men
in OUT institutions and Conferences," and
no attempt to make those words say
('Doctor Kellogg" has proven entirely
satisfactory. The truth is that few, if any,
gained all they might have gained in
1901; yet the Lord (and His long-suffer-
ing messenger) continued to plead with
His wayward people.

Addressing the delegates on the
fourth day of the 1903 General Confer-
ence session (March 30), Ellen White
admonished: "Today God is watching
His people. We should seek to find out
what He means when He sweeps away
our sanitarium and our publishing
house. Let us not move along as if there
were nothing wrong. King Josiah rent
his robe and rent his heart. He wept and
mourned because he had not had the
book of the law, and knew not of the
punishments that it threatened. God
wants us to come to our senses. He
wants us to seek for the meaning of the
calamities that have overtaken us, that
we may not tread in the footsteps of
Israel, and say, 'The temple of the Lord,
The temple of the Lord are we,' when
we are not this at all. ...

"In every institution among us there
needs to be a reformation. This is the
message that at the last General Confer-
ence I bore as the word of the Lord. At
that meeting I carried a very heavy bur-
den, and I have carried it ever since. We
did not gain the victory that we might
have gained at that meeting. Why7-Be-
cause there were so few who followed
the course of Josiah."3
These, then, were the conditions as the

, Seventh-day .Mventist Church met for its
thirty-fifth General Conference session.

The first of the two major issues
facing the delegates was squarely
addressed at the very beginning of the
conference. No sooner had A. G. Daniells
completed his "Chairmanls Address" and
opened the floor to the delegates than
C. H. Parsons put forward amotion that a
committee of five be appointed "to ex-
amine into the financial standing of all
our various institutionsl and to investi-
gate their relationship to the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination, and to devise
and recommend some plan to this

[General] Conference whereby all insti-
tutionsl as far as possible under existing
corporation laws, be placed under the
direct ownership, control, and manage-
ment of our people.ll4

The motion passed, and in three days
the Committee on Institutions presented
to the delegates an eight-point report.
The first recommendation was by far the
most controversiaL It read: institu-
tions to be owned directly by the people,
either General Conference, Union Con-
ference, State Conference, or organized
mission field."

The intent of the recommendation,
though never stated bluntly, was to pro-
tect the denomination from losing its
institutions into the hands of the discon-
tented or apostatized. The concern was
not an idle one. Though few then under-
stood the legal ramifications of the
Battle Creek Sanitarium's charter
(neWly rewritten in 1897), many-in-

cluding Ellen White-had taken note of
Doctor Kellogg's recently acquired
habit of referring to the Sanitarium as
"undenominational."5

It was not without reason, then, that
this motion was made. The discussion of
this recommendation fills nearly four-
teen pages of the General Conference
Bullet!n, and clearly reflects the dele-
gate's intensity of feeling. Kellogg's
later course in taking control of the,
Battle Creek Sanitarium away from the
denomination understandably colors our
perception ofhis line of reasoning, but it
is interesting that he could speak so
eloquently against an opposite line of
injustice that did become a problem in
only a few years. He argued: "Suppose
two brethren in the church should say:
'We have a little money. Now we will
build a schoolhouse for a church school.
And, we will let the church use it: we
will allow them to use it.' Suppose the
church should rise up and say: 'The
General Conference has said that all
denominational institutions should be

under the control and the ownership of
the church and the denomination, hence
you cannot use this schoolhouse for a
church school unless the church owns
the schoolhouse. And if you expect this
thing to be done, the deed of this school-
house must be made [over] to the church
or to the Conference.' "6

Protest as he would, Kellogg could
see that he was making no headway.
Ellen White had warned Daniells that, of
the Doctor's statements, "Some may be
true; some are not true." Three, at least,
in this particular discussion proved to be
in the first category. On separate occa-
sions, Kellogg stated: "I expect you will
pass it [the motion regarding ownership
of institutions]; but I want you to know
that 1object to it, and do not expect to be
bound by it in anything 1 have anything
to do with"; and, "Don't be deceived;
recognize the fact. Ownership always
means control; and when you say that
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We seem slow to abandon our search for "the
good guys," the shining knights, the men who
always wear the white hats

ownership doesn't mean control, you
don't know what you are talking
about.'!?

Kellogg was right on all three
counts-the motion was passed; he
never complied with the ruling; and
ownership of the Battle Creek Sanitar-
ium did translate into control.

The first major issue had come
before the delegates at the very begin-
ning of the Conference. The second was
to make an appearance oniy shortly
before its close. On the morning ofApril
tenth the Committee on Plans and Con-
stitution presented two reports: a major-
ity report that consisted of a suggested
revision of the General Conference con-
stitution' and a three-paragraph minority
report signed by E. J. Waggoner, David
Paulson, and Percy T. Magan, which
stated their conviction that to revise the
constitution as suggested by the majority
of the committee would be to "reverse
the reformatory steps that were taken" in
the General Conference session of 1901.
Further, the minority stated that "the
constitution proposed by the majority of
the committee appears to us to be so

subversive of the principles of organiza-
tion given to us at the General Confer-
ences of 1897 and 1901 that we cannot
possibly subscribe to it." The recom-
mendation of the minority was that "the
constitution of 1901 be given a fair trial
before it be annihilated.'"

The submission of a minority report
is a rare Occurrence in the councils of the
Adventist church. As might be expected,
the earnest (some might say strident)
tone of the minOrity position touched off
considerable debate. Twenty-seven
pages of the General Conference Bul-
letin are taken up with consideration of
the issue. And discussion continues
today, most notably among those who
cite the minority position as evidence
that the revising of the 1901 constitution
was the final sin that filled the cup of
iniquity for the denomination and
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caused the corporate body of Seventh-
day Adventism te be cast aside, rej ected
as the harlot of Babylon.

A comparison of the two constitu-
tions is helpful in determining the source
of contention. Just such an exercise was
performed by H. W. Cottrell who filled
the position of chairman during much of
the debate in 1903, and may be easily
duplicated by any who care to take the
time to do so today. Such a comparison
will show today, as it did decades ago,
that the only significant aspect of the
1901 constitution that was not carried
over into the 1903 constitution was Ar-
ticle Three, Section One--the provision
that the General Conference Executive
Committee was to organize itself.
A second point of concern was a

newly added provision that allowed for
five members of the Executive Com-
mittee to transact business "in harmony
with the general plans outlined by the
Committee" so long as either the presi-
dent or vice-president was present and at
least four of the members agreed on the
action. Taken tegether, these two revi-
sions pointed toward the resurrection of

the "kingly power" that the General
Conference of 1901 had sought to put
away-at least in the minds of Vllag-
goner, Paulson, Magan, and Jones.
No doubt it was difficult for most of

the delegates to give unbiased considera-
tion to what these brethren had to say,
since their sympathy with Dr. Kellogg-
and especially Jones' part in trying to oust
Daniells as chairman of the General Con-
ference Executive Committee--was well
known. And though it remained discreetly
in the background during the discussion
of the motion, it seems incredible to think
that it did not occur to many of the
delegates that elintinating the "self-organ-
izing" provision for the Executive Com-
mittee was an easyway to ensure that such
an effort would never be made again.
Instead, the constitution of1903 pro-

vided for the officers of the General

Conference to be elected directly by the
delegates. Such important decisions
would no longer be left in the hands of a
mere twenty-five men. No, the whole ('
body of delegates (the great majority of \
whom were ministers) would decide
such matters. It was "safer" that way.
Such was the thinking of the dele-

gates. When they cast their votes, eighty
concurred with the majority report;
twenty, with the minority. The necessary
three-fourths margin was exceeded and
the new constitution went into effect.
There was some complaining later that
several delegates who opposed the
measure were not in the room at the time
of the vote. Jones said that, had they
been there, the motion would not have
carried.9 It would seem, though, that
these delegates did not share the level of
concern over this measure that Jones and
Kellogg had, Or they would never have
left the room when they did.

The General Conference session of
1903 dealt with many other matters, of
course, but these were the two of
greatest importance. The decisions made
at this conference were pivotal: never
again did either Kellogg or Jones stand
in such favorable relation to the organ-
ized Seventh-day Adventist Church. It
would be some years yet until the two (
men were formally disfellowshiped, but
there is no doubt that the outcome of the
1903 General Conference session was a
major milestone in their disappointing
exodus from God's church.

From the perspective of the day, it no
doubt appeared that the "Daniells
forces" had gained a decisive victory
over the "Kellogg forces." But what of
our perspective? What can we learn
from this history of years ago? Many
opinions have been expressed. There are
those who would canonize both Kellogg
and Jones. Others would do the same for
Daniells andW. C. White. We seem slow
to abandon our search for "the good
guys," the Shining knights, the men who
always wear the white hats. Why not,
instead, take an impartial look at what
was done, and consider its effect on us
today?

We might hope that there are none
within the Adventist Church who would
wish that Dr. Kellogg had gained the
iniluence he sought over the work of the
denomination. Surely we can be thank-
ful that pantheism has no pan in our,
doctrinal heritage. I

We must here note that the two poli- \.,
cies that sparked the antagonism be-
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of action he is following.""

We are today in as great danger as
were the members of God's church so
many years ago. We must learn the
difference between the everlasting re-
quirements of the just and holy law of
God, and the more transitory nature of
pollcies and rulings which mayor may
not be appropriate. We need to look
beyond the "theory of the truth," and
weigh our "course of action" in the
balances of heavenly justice. When we
do this, we must not be surprised if we
find that our circumstances today
demand a time of change. II

o Our Firm Foundaiion-Subscription in-
fonnation may be found on page three of
this magazine, but check this box if you
are a new reader and want to receive three
monthly samples before you decide.
There is no obligation. Check here for
information on DSpanish, DKorean, or
o Scandinavian language editions.

D Truth For Today-This is a powerful
witnessing tool that briefly tells the story
of the Great Controversy from the Fall of
Lucifer to the earth made new. These are
available in bulk quantities for distribution
to non-Adventists. If you want a single
copy to look over first, just check this box.
A donation of one dollar to cover postage
would be appreciated.
o Truth For Today Bible Correspon-
dence School-Check here to enroll in
either the 0 Truth For Today course, or the
o Word of Truth course for new or

determined to protect as best they knew
how the inspired truths of Adventism.
For this we should be thankful. But we
must also learn a lesson.

Later events show clearly that some
of the principles advocated by Dr. Kei-
logg and Elder Jones were not allwrong.
That is, under certain circumstances
their ideas may well have been deemed
acceptable. But no matter how "right"
they may have been, they were wrong in
the application that they sought to make
of those pri nciples-in the manner they
did, at that time, under those circum-
stances. And the theories and policies
that prevented them from carrying out
their pians were-under other circum-
stances-said to be inappropriate. Is the
Lord that fickle? Does He change His
mind so quickly?
The Lord is not confused; He is not

changing; it is finite man who becomes
confused when he allows the devil's
cheap deceptions of external appear-
ances and professions of sincerity to
blind his mind to the spiritual reality of
the case. As late as 1906, Ellen White
would try to explain: "The warnings of
the Holy Spirit have been disregarded,
and there has been persistent work of
deception. A. T. Jones has permitted
himself to he used as the voice of Dr.
J. H. Kellogg....

':A. T. Jones has a theory of the truth,
as expressed in his books. He does not

I
I
I
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tween Kellogg and Daniells, while called
for at the time, were not to be held as
eternal absolutes. The "cash only" finan-
cial policy that Danlells instituted (dis-
cussed in Part Two) was necessary just
then, but five years later Ellen White
would write, "He [the Union Conference
president] should not cling to the idea
that unless money is in hand no mOve
should be made that calls for the invest-
ment of means. If in OUT past experience
we had always followed this method, we
would often have lost special advan-

Similarly, while there was particular
cause for concern on the issue of institu-
tional ownership in 1903, in 1907 Ellen
White would advise Elder Daniells, "In
the matter of the Madison school, there
has been a standing off from them be-
cause they were not under the ownership
and control of some Conference. This is
a question that should sometimes be
considered, but it is not the Lord's plan
that means should be withheld from
Madison, because they are not bound to
the Conference. The attitude which
some of our brethren have assumed
toward this enterprise shows that it is not
wise for every working agency to be
under the dictation of Conference of-
ficers. There are some enterprises under
. certain conditions, that will produce bet-
ter results if standing alone.

my advice was asked in refer-
ence to the Madison school, I said, Re-
main as you are. There is danger in
binding every working agency under the
dictation of the Conference. The Lord
did not design that this should be. The
circumstances were such that the burden
bearers in the Madison school could not
bind up their work with the Conference.
I knew their situation, andwhen many of
the leading men in our Conferences ig-
nored them, hecause they did not place
their school under Conference dictation,
I was shown that they would not be
helped by making themselves amenable
to the Conference. They had better re-
main as led by God, amenable to Him, to
work out His plans."ll

It is vital that we, as a denominated
people under the government ofHeaven,
maintain a proper perspective on the
issues we face. In the early years of this
century, Seventh-day Adventists were
spared a denomination-wide disaster1
not because someone discovered and
.enacted immutable principles of church
governance, but because there were men
who-though imperfect themselves----
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